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• A narrative that includes numbered responses to the following:  
1. Describe your proposal/business.  

Predators of the Heart (POTH), a 501(c)(3) organization, has been a part of the Anacortes and Skagit 
County community for over twenty-three (23) years. Our chief consideration is safety, and we aim to 
educate the community about animals as described below as well as to serve local agencies (i.e. local 
animal control, Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) and other federal agencies such as the military and 
United States Department of Agriculture) to be a rescue and a resource for their needs.  

(a) Safety 

Safety is our primary concern. Our processes, procedures and protocols have been vetted by local 
(Anacortes) Animal Control, United States Department of Agriculture and DFW. We are routinely 
inspected (both scheduled and at random). Our most recent inspection was on September 23,2021 A 
common misconception is that our wolves are rescues—they are not. Our wolves are bred, and are 
taught/trained to be “ambassador” wolves—they help the general population to understand humans and 
are introduced to them at an early stage of their life. At one point, POTH was receiving so-called “big cats” 
as rescues, but will be phasing out big cats.  

In any event, we have worked closely with DFW, the USDA and local agencies, including Skagit County 
animal control, to ensure an exceedingly safe environment. In 23 years, we have had only one escape, and 
that escape was mitigated—the wolves were captured in under 30 minutes. That instance was likely 
instigated by a leashless dog (a major problem on the trails), and, as a result, the wolf that was 
responsible for the escape has since been euthanized. Again: POTH takes the safety of the community 
very seriously and put the wolf down in an abundance of caution.  

As outlined below, our wolves and other animals (including, but not limited to, predatory animals) are 
kept in six-sided enclosures overnight. This means that they cannot dig out or jump out of the enclosure. 
On the wolf-runs, we have layered fences: at least two “layers” with one of the fences being “hot” or 
electrified. The outer “runs” also have 6-8 foot “dig outs” which also disallows the wolves from jumping 
over any fencing. There are additional plans to increase the fencing by adding overhangs onto the existing 
fencing to further protect the wolves and neighboring properties.  

(b) Education 

For over 20 years, POTH has been educating all ages: from church functions to school assemblies to 
private tours, POTH has built a reputation in the community by educating individuals on the animals 
themselves, the local ecosystem(s), the essential nature of animals in the Pacific Northwest, wildlife 
preservation, and children. More recently, POTH has assisted the Make-a-Wish Foundation with children 
who are gravely ill experience wildlife in a safe and secure manner.  

POTH has diligently served the community and has been a resource of information, which is why it also is 
a resource for local law enforcement, the nearby military base, the USDA and DFW, to name only a few. 
POTH works to explain to its guests and the broader community the importance of these animals and the 
role they play in the PNW ecosystem, and in particular the ecosystem of Skagit and surrounding counties. 
As a result, children and adults have a greater understanding and appreciation not only of the animals and 
the role that they play in the ecosystem, but of their impact (and ours) on the world around us. These 
lessons lead to greater efforts in wildlife preservation and conservation.  
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(c) Rescue  

As noted above, POTH also serves as a critical resource for local animal control agencies (most recently, 
Pierce County, Thurston, King and Snohomish) the military, local law enforcement, DFW and USDA. Each 
of these agencies trusts POTH’s ability to safely and securely house these animals, and care for them for 
the duration of their lives if necessary. While we do limit the number of animals that we take in, POTH 
strives to continue to build those relationships. We have partnered with the aforementioned agencies and 
have become a vital resource to the community as a result.  

As an example: POTH was recently contacted by the military to assist with a wild animal on the base at 
Oak Harbor. Our team worked overnight with military agencies to detain the animal safely and securely 
and house it.  

Within the last month, Pierce County animal control received over 10 birds due to a seizure operation. 
POTH was a resource available to the Pierce County animal control, assisting in containing these birds, but 
also housing, feeding and caring for the birds while the investigation continues. Without POTH, the 
seizure could not have taken place and the animals likely would have been euthanized.  

Often, after these investigations are complete, the animals have nowhere to go. If not for POTH and its 
efforts, the animals would almost certainly be euthanized. POTH also advises and assists in the re-homing 
process, which alleviates the stress that would be added to local government regarding finding suitable 
homes for these animals. POTH takes great pride in serving local, state and federal agencies in this way 
and looks forward to continuing to do so.  

POTH has also been reached out to by the general public. We were recently contacted by an elderly 
woman who was suffering with CPOD. She called stating she was no longer capable to provide the proper 
care for her 30-year-old blue and gold macaw and 2 cockatiels. POTH came to her home and was able to 
help her by taking the birds into our care, providing them with much needed medical care. We now can 
take the time needed to ensure the birds are in good health taking the proper steps to find them the 
suitable forever home.  

Animal controls will often refer POTH to citizens who may own animals illegally. Authorities will often give 
them 2 weeks to rehome the animal to a qualified sanctuary before pressing charges. We recently were 
surrendered an american alligator and a 14-year-old bobcat from the recommendation of Pierce County 
Animal Control. The animals would have been euthanized if POTH could not have provided them with the 
properly permitted forever home.    

As a point of emphasis: none of the wolves housed by POTH are rescues. They are all bred for the purpose 
of wildlife education, and, from a very early age, are exposed to humans to be “ambassador” wolves.  

We provide them to sanctuaries and re-introduction programs, a critical part of the PNW conservation 
and naturalization efforts, preserving and building the PNW ecosystem—their reintroduction builds the 
PNW ecosystem by allowing other species to thrive. We are all connected, and this sanctuary reminds 
our guests of that.  

§ Predators of the Heart (POTH) has been a 501(c)3 non-profit organization since 1998. 
We have traveled to schools and libraries within our community and outside of Skagit 
County, educating young and old alike for the last 23 years.  POTH has been dedicated 
to helping all species of exotic animals who, for various reasons, are without a place to 
live the rest of their lives. We are USDA certified, inspected, and insured and have met 
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all USDA caging standards and guidelines. We not only have provided proper housing to 
these exotic animals, but we pride ourselves on wildlife education. Many of the animals 
saved by POTH are used as ambassadors to further instruction regarding the importance 
of their species and the need for conservation. Our goal is to reach the hearts of people 
and leave them with a new appreciation for wildlife and its importance. Our current 
private tour, “Howling with Ambassadors”, has been Federally approved by the USDA. 
They have joined our tours and have set the guidelines we follow as USDA Class C 
exhibitors, to safely provide a life-changing educational program to outside people 18 or 
older. POTH has had the opportunity of sharing our educational experience with many 
Skagit County residence in the last several years. The Skagit County community who has 
visited our compound have become supporter of POTH and the work we do, seeing the 
value we bring to this community.  

Being the fourth generation of the Anacortes community, POTH’s president, Ashley Carr,  
personally strives to give back to this beautiful community. We now offer virtual tours to 
our local school districts, homeschooling programs, boys and girls clubs, and boy and girl 
scouts, to educate our young people on how each animal plays a vital role in the web of 
life. We also support our local companies such as a T-Shirt by Design, which does all our 
printing and embroidery for our merchandise, Lake Side Industries, for any rock and 
gravel needs, STS, for any tree removal or clean-up, are just a few of many local 
companies that we use to better our business. We also provide a brochure that has the 
local restaurants and things to do in our Anacortes. We can send up to 120 new people 
through our small town each week. Utilizing our hotels, local restaurants, other 
experiences, and sightseeing of our amazing parks. POTH brings great value to our small 
business and community.     

2. Describe what days and hours will your operation be open.  
§ POTH operates Monday- Saturday through private tours only. We offer two tours a day, 

10 am-12 pm and 1 pm-3 pm. We limit the number of people who can come to our 
onsite tours to small groups of 10 people each tour. POTH is closed for tours on Sunday, 
but animals are maintained and fed according to their feeding schedule(s).  

3. How many employees will you have?  
§ 5-10 employees. POTH currently has five employees, including its offsite bookkeeper.  

4. What will your employees’ working hours be?  
§ 7:30 am-4 pm Monday-Saturday ((depending on the day); POTH is closed for tours on 

Sunday, but animals are cared for on Sundays. (DISCUSS WE DO NOT FED SUNDAYS IT IS 
THEIR DAY OF REST TOO)  

5. Will employees work on site?  
§ Yes, with the exception of our bookkeeper, our employees will be working on site of 

4709 Welch Lane, Anacortes, WA 98221. 
6. How many employees will work off-site?  

§ 1 employee who will work off-site is our bookkeeper.    
7. Describe the location and size of any signs you propose to advertise your operation.  

§ We currently are not actively advertising. When we do advertise, it will be online 
advertising through our website, Airbnb, and social media.  

8. How do you propose to screen your operation from public view? E.g., plants, shrubs, fences.  
§ We are currently a very private property. Our property is in a very remote location with 

minimal traffic. We have extensive fencing that is currently being extended; blackout 
covering will be added shortly. Additionally, our plans are to add “set-backs” from the 
fence an additional 6-8 feet with an additional perimeter fence. This would reduce the 
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likelihood of off-leash dogs or other animals being able to antagonize and/or cause 
anxiety for any of the POTH animals, including the wolves.   

9. Describe your proposed parking area.  
§ POTH has a small parking space already that will fit 7-10 cars on site. There are no 

current plans to change the parking spaces. 
10. Describe your schedule, including any phasing, for the development of your operation.  

§ POTH has plans to do extensive fencing, as noted above. POTH intends to create 
additional set-backs (also known as "perimeter fencing") and add blackout covering to 
existing fencing, moving wolf enclosures to a centralized area. Currently, the wolves are 
in six-sided fencing overnight, which means that they cannot escape by digging. 
Centralizing our wolf-enclosures will reduce their anxiety, create a more tranquil 
environment for them. POTH currently also has extensive security fencing, including so-
called “hot” fences (i.e. electric fences). Other phased construction will include adding 
glass enclosures for other reptiles to benefit our guests and the public in the educational 
process.  

11. Describe the expected traffic impact of your operation on public roads.  
§ Generally, we see about 5-10 cars a day, including employees. Private groups that have 

visited POTH generally come together, and we limit the number of people allowed on 
site at any one time. 

12. Describe any internal road system your operation will have.  
§ In our compound, we have a turnaround and parking  

§  
13. Describe how your operation will be accessed.  

§ Security is a critical component of our operation. We have extensive fencing, which has 
been thoroughly vetted by local, state and federal authorities. This includes dig-outs as 
well as electric fencing that is always operational. Our gate system is a locked remote 
open, chain-linked fence. The only time our gate is open is when employees enter or our 
guests are let in by staff. The general public have no way to enter the property with a 
vehicle unless the gate is opened by our staff. The gate is only opened at the time of 
tour to allow entry to allow guests access to the property. To enter the compound you 
turn off Havekost Rd, onto Welch Lane Rd. At the end of the Welch Lane there is access 
to our gravel easement road. The easement road is approximately 400 feet long and 
leads you to our locked gate. There is a ditch for drainage on either side of the easement 
road. There are no other access roads that lead into our compound.  

14. Describe any heat from machinery or equipment that your operation will generate. 
§ N/A  

15. Describe any noise your operation will generate.  
§ POTH has been on this property since 2001 and has never had a complaint about the 

noise, which would be the occasional wolf howling. Even with groups on site, the 
property is exceedingly quiet. 
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16. Describe any odors your operation will generate.  
§ None. 

17. Describe any steam, smoke, or dust your operation will generate.  
§ None.  

18. Describe any vibrations your operation will generate.  
§ None. 

19. Describe any heavy equipment or machinery your operation will use.  
§ None. 

20. Describe any chemicals, waste oil, solvents, fuel, etc, your operation will store.  
§ None.  

21. Describe your plan for disposal of any chemicals. 
§ No chemicals are used, as this is an animal sanctuary. As a result, no chemicals are 

produced, used or generated and, further, no disposal is necessary. Animal remains are 
disposed of via humane methods; animal carcasses are generally cremated at Evergreen 
Pet Cremation in Oak Harbor, WA  

22. Describe your plans to prevent trespassing by employees, customers, or visitors to adjoining 
property.  

§ There is extensive fencing that covers the areas of operations. Not only has POTH 
posted conspicuous signage at all areas of access on the property, but the property is 
also fully fenced, including multiple layers of fencing, hot-fencing (interior) and dig-outs 
to prevent animal escapes. The fully fenced areas are to ensure the safety of animals 
and the public. At night, the wolves are secured in six-sided enclosures, meaning they 
cannot dig out of their enclosures. All guests on tours remain with an employee from 
the time of check-in to check-out to ensure no trespassing onto the adjoining 
properties. Property lines are clearly marked by fencing and or markers to ensure there 
is no confusion by employees or neighbors. There are only 2 adjoining properties, Welch 
easement, and Johnson’s estate. The back half of the property is adjoining to parklands 
and no trespassing signs have been posted clearly for outside hikers. There are 
additional plans to add additional fencing between the trails and the property to 
prevent hikers or other individuals from trespassing onto the POTH property.   

23. If your operation will use a building please describe the size, height and construction type. This 
building must be  

§ 12x12 Gift Shop which was permitted by Skagit county. The retail building is the only 
permanently installed improvement that is recognized by the Skagit County assessor. It 
has 220 square feet and is secured to a post and beam foundation. It was constructed in 
2017 under a building permit and is attached to a semi-truck trailer and a steel cargo 
shipping container which are both parked side-by-side.  

§ shown on the site plan.  

§  
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§  
24. Describe the sewage disposal plan for employees and the public.  

§ 2 outhouses pumped biweekly by diamond rentals. In 2019, Septic # 60998, a 2 
compartment, with 1750 tank, gravity flow, was installed at hilltop homesite area. (See 
map above).  

25. Describe the water supply for employees and the public.  
§ We have one mainline coming in. We have one handwashing station for visitors and 

employees. Because we limit the number of guests at any one time, the one 
handwashing station is sufficient for our guests and is accessible by both employees at 
guests at any given time. Bottled water is provided to guests.   

26. Address any fire flow issues. 
§ There are no fire flow issues.  

• ¨  A narrative that includes numbered responses to the following General Special Use Permit Evaluation 
Criteria.2 The burden of proof is on the applicant to provide evidence that the use complies with the 
criteria.  

1. Demonstrate that the proposed use is compatible with the neighboring properties.  
§ POTH has been in operation on this parcel since 2001. We are USDA certified and 

inspected. We have met all Federal guidelines that are required to house exotic animals. 
Our facility was inspected in January 2022 and passed all requirements needed to 
operate. POTH has been approved by USDA to do our wolf encounters. USDA officials 
have joined in on tours and approved our current program deeming it safe and have 
met all USDA guidelines of wildlife exhibiting. POTH is a class C exhibitor and holds the 
highest USDA license available.  

§ Pictures above show that neighboring properties are a great distance from each other. 
There is not only fencing dividing our properties, but the Welch easement is separating 
us from neighbors.  

§ To reiterate: POTH has been on the property for the last 23 years with only one incident 
of wolf escape. That issue has been rectified and resolved; the wolf itself was 
euthanized of the escape, which, again, was likely caused by provocation of an off-leash 
animal roaming the neighborhood. We have since moved all of the wolves into six-sided 
enclosures so that escapes are not possible in the evening and morning hours when 
staff are not on-site. Extensive camera systems have been implemented, and fencing 
has been bolstered.  

2. Demonstrate that the proposed use complies with Skagit County Code. Please cite code 
section. 

POTH falls under the exemptions of Washington State RCW 16.30.020 (c). POTH is a duly incorporated nonprofit 
animal protection organization (such as humane societies and shelters), and houses animals at the written request 
of the animal control authority. POTH currently houses dozens of animals at the request of municipal and county 
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animal control(s), the United States military and the USDA. Under RCW 16.20.020, POTH displays animals at state 
fair(s) approved by the Washington Department of Agriculture pursuant to RCW 15.76 and/or RCW 
36.37. This exemption affords POTH opportunities to house and maintain exotic animals. Skagit County’s 
animal law is based on the state dangerous wild animal law, which also prohibits ownership of 
potentially dangerous wild animals. Animals possessed in violation of these laws must be taken to an 
appropriate facility; RCW 77.15.250 prohibits the release of deleterious exotic wildlife into the wild. 

 

3. Demonstrate that the proposed use will not create undue noise, odor, heat, vibration, and air 
or water pollution on surrounding, existing, or potential dwelling units, based on the 
performance standards of SCC 14.16.840.  

§ POTH disposes of all animal waste biweekly through trash service. All waste, meat 
products, and trash are bagged and disposed of properly in accordance with local, state 
and federal law and guidelines. However, POTH has had issue(s) with local neighbors 
disposing of chicken and pig waste near its property line frequently.  

§ POTH has been located on the property and doing business as a USDA certified wildlife 
sanctuary, 501(c)3 non-profit, since 2001.Since that time, there have been no noise, 
odor, heat, vibration, air or water pollution complaints. POTH has sought to partner with 
the community to ensure the safety of the community and well-being of its inhabitants, 
mitigating traffic on its own and ensuring that there are and will not be any undue noise, 
odor(s), heat, vibration, air or water pollution in accordance with SCC 14.16.840. As a 
wildlife sanctuary, POTH endeavors to keep the land as natural as possible for the 
animals and the community. .  

4. Demonstrate that the proposed use will not generate intrusions on privacy of surrounding 
uses.  

§ POTH sends all guests very clear and specific guidelines/directions when they book a 
private tour on how to get to our property. We have installed 3 small signs to help give 
directions to our property and prevent guests from mistakenly going to surrounding 
properties. When guests enter our property gates are closed until the end of the tour. 
Guests remain on our property from start to finish. Message sent to guests; Good 
morning, please help us respect our neighbors by following directions to our property! 
As you come down Welch Lane you will see our Airbnb sign on the back of stop sign 
telling you to continue straight. As you continue straight you will see a nice, paved road 
to a beautiful gate on left, THAT IS NOT OURS! (PLEASE DO NOT RING THE BELL ON THIS 
GATE!!!) Continue straight onto a gravel road where you will see another Airbnb sign is 
posted. As you pull onto gravel road you will take your immediate left and follow that 
road all the way to the end. (Sign will have Arrow pointing you in the right direction) By 
following these directions you will help us help our neighbors by respecting their private 
properties! 

5. Demonstrate that proposed use will not cause potential adverse effects on the general public 
health, safety, and welfare.  

§ POTH currently has multi-layered fencing installed to keep the general public out of our 
facilities. This includes: 8-foot fencing with “dig-outs” as well as additional six-foot 
fencing to provide a double layer of fencing so that wolves cannot escape. All of our 
predatory animals, including wolves, are kept in six-sided enclosures overnight so that 
they cannot escape—this means that there are fences above and below the animals so 
they cannot dig out or jump out of the enclosure. Our main point of entry has an 
automatic locking gate with code entry only. We have a 32-camera security system 
installed to help keep watch on all animals and points of entry. All animals are under a 
double and triple locking system when staff is completed with their day. POTH would 
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like to get the property fenced in its entirety and relocate the wolves to a central area 
within the property. We take public safety very seriously and have met all USDA 
guidelines along with any request made by Skagit County Animal Control.  

6. For special uses in the Industrial Forest-NRL, Secondary Forest-NRL, Agricultural-NRL, and Rural 
Resource-NRL zones, demonstrate that the impacts on long-term natural resource 
management and production will be minimized.  

§ POTH has always and will always strive to keep the land as natural as possible, which will 
allow for the most give the animals their most tranquil and ecologically similar 
environment. Keeping the land as native as possible and preserving it’s natural state will 
thoroughly benefit the animals and, as stated, will allow our guests to be most closely 
immersed in what the natural habitat would be like for these animals. We intend to 
keep as many of the beautiful, native trees to act as natural buffers on our property, 
with plans to “top” any dead or dying trees that might cause potential danger to animal 
enclosures, perimeter fencing, neighboring properties and guests. Our trees are 
regularly inspected by an arborist to ensure maximum safety. For every tree that is 
removed or “topped”, POTH plants a new tree to ensure the continual growth and 
renewal of the land’s natural state. As soon as is feasible, POTH intends to migrate its 
energy consumption to solar power in order to reduce its carbon footprint as much as 
possible.   

7. Demonstrate that the proposed use is not in conflict with the health and safety of the 
community.  

§ For 23 years POTH has been doing school assemblies, county/state fairs, providing a safe 
place for animals to go for animal control for several counties. POTH has been USDA 
certified, inspected, and insured for over 20 years.  We have USDA-approved facilities 
and have met all requirements on a federal level and state level. POTH is constantly 
making improvements to the facilities to better the animals’ lives and ensure the safety 
of our community.  We have also met all requirements set out by Skagit County Animal 
Control. POTH is regularly inspected by federal authorities, most recently in September, 
as well as state and local authorities.  

8. Demonstrate that the proposed use will be supported by adequate public facilities or services 
and will not adversely affect public services to the surrounding areas, or conditions can be 
established to mitigate adverse impacts on such facilities.  

§ As explained above, POTH has been and will continue to be a vital resource for local law 
enforcement, military, animal control(s), DFW, and other government entities. These 
entities confiscate animals, such as cougars, alligators, and other exotic animals and, 
without organizations like POTH, would have to simply kill these animals. Having POTH 
as a resource allows these animals to remain alive, and further, providing an educational 
service to the community. Our facility only brings value to the surrounding areas and 
community. We bring in tourists from all over the United States and the world before 
COVID. We recommend our local restaurants, hotels and parks to up to 20 people a day, 
6 days a week. We also provide a resource of education to our local schools, boys and 
girls clubs, girl scouts, and boy scouts.  

9. Demonstrate the proposed use will maintain the character, landscape, and lifestyle of the rural 
area. For new uses, proximity to existing businesses operating via special use permit shall be 
reviewed and considered for cumulative impacts. Nothing has changed and we have tried to 
keep the rural settings for our business 

§ Again, POTH’s goal is to keep the land as natural as possible,  keeping the beautiful 
buffer of trees, plants and other vegetation that surround it. In a world that is driven by 
development, POTH’s property is being used to preserve the natural habitat of the land, 
and will continue to do so. This is in stark contrast with a developer or other builder that 
might intend to simply tear down the trees, vegetation and shrubbery.  We do plan to 
top any dead trees that may cause potential danger to enclosures, perimeter fencing, or 
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neighbor’s properties, but, as noted above, re-plant any tree that is removed due to its 
death or topping. Our goal is to ensure the land stays beautiful and forested as 
intended. There is no other business in close proximity to our non-profit 501(c)3. We 
will be keeping the Rural setting for our business as much as possible and will continue 
to do so as long as our operations can continue.  

 

Additional Questions requested  
A. Please describe/outline in detail what regulations the operation is required to comply with and how the 
operation is, or will be, run in accordance with those regulations. 

POTH has been in operation on this parcel since 2001. We are USDA certified and inspected regularly. We have 
met all Federal guidelines that are required to house exotic animals. Our facility was inspected in September 2021 
and passed all requirements needed to operate. POTH has been approved by USDA to house and exhibit wolves. 
USDA officials have joined in on tours and approved our current program deeming it safe and have met all USDA 
guidelines of wildlife exhibiting. POTH is a class C exhibitor and holds the highest USDA license available. POTH also 
operates according to the exemptions of Washington State RCW 16.30.020 (c), which allows for an incorporated 
nonprofit to house animals at the written request of animal control (or an authority acting as animal control, such 
as a sheriff or local law enforcement agency).  (POTH houses several animals at written request and turned over 
by Animal control directly) POTH also falls under RCW 16.30.020 (l) A person displaying animals at a fair approved 
by the Washington department of agriculture pursuant to chapter  15.76 or  36.37 RCW; (POTH completes at least 
one State fair yearly to comply with current RCW Codes of exemption).  

B. What safety protocols do you have in place and how do they comply with the USDA regulations. 
POTH meets all the USDA safety protocols and is required on a federal level to comply with the 
regulations set by the USDA. POTH has developed extensive safety protocols and procedures regarding 
who can handle the animals, feeding and maintenance schedules, behavioral procedures regarding 
predatory animals (i.e. wolves, cougars and venomous snakes), escape procedures, severe weather 
procedures regarding animal care and husbandry, veterinary care procedures and protocols and apparel 
and dress protocols. See attached Exhibit A, “Safety Protocols & Procedures”. Note: the attachment is not 
an exhaustive list of our protocols and procedures but are available upon request for Skagit County 
review. 

 
C. Please provide a list of the types and number of animals currently on site and what types and amounts 
of animals may be proposed on site for the future. 

Current animals at POTH:  
Mammals: 3 cougars, 2 bobcats, 24 wolfdogs, 3 sloths, 1 armadillo, 2 opossums, 1 coatimundi, 2 
marmosets, 1 fox, 1 giant anteater, 1 north American porcupine, 1 stripe skunk, 1 hooded skunk, 3 sloths, 
2 kinkajous, 4 raccoons  
Birds: 1 Eurasian eagle owl, 1 vulture, 2 ducks, 1 lady Amherst pheasant, 2 golden pheasants, 3 blue and 
gold macaw, 2 military macaw, 1 Catalina macaw, 6 sulfur-crested cockatoos, 1 citron cockatoo, 1 lord 
Darby, 6 plum head parakeets, 1 blue fronted amazon, 1 double yellow amazon, 20 parakeets, 2 
cockatiels, 1 emu 
Reptiles: 5 alligators, blue tongue skink, Savanah monitor, 2 iguanas, 2 reticulated pythons, 4 ball pythons, 
1 rattle snake, 1 carpet python, 1 rainbow boa, 1 albino python, 1 blood python, 1 caiman lizard, 1 beaded 
lizard, 2 Burmese pythons, 4 sulcata tortoises, 2 red footed tortoises 

 
Prediction to be onsite in future: We cannot predict what will be onsite in future. We can say it will be in 
the category of smaller mammals, small/mid-size cats, birds and reptiles. We do not ever know the 
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requests that will be made by Animal Control, Fish and Wildlife and outside governmental agencies. We 
do not take in outside adult wolves or big cats.  

           
D. Describe in detail how the animals are kept: Types and location of enclosures, fencing (length, height, 
location, etc.), amount of area required for each (i.e., square footage, acreage?) and what amount of area is 
currently provided for each.  
ALL ENCLOUSURES ARE UNDER LOCK AND KEY PADLOCK SYSTEM. Each animal caging requirement is different 
depending on species, but is in full compliance with USDA regulations as well as animal control and DFW guidelines 
-All small mammals have 6 sided enclosures. This means bottom of enclosures are lined with a wire mesh or chain-
link and they are topped. All small mammal enclosures have a 6’ with tilt in perimeter fence that with at least a 3’ 
walkway in between enclosure and perimeter per USDA requirements.  

  
 
 
 
 
-All wolf enclosures are at least 6’-8’ high. Our post and stretch fencing is 6’ and our chain-link panel are 8’ high 
with electric wire running top and middle and bottom. Wolves in our bottom part of our compound have 6’ fencing 
with a 6’ perimeter fence with 1.5’ tilt ins. Wolves in bigger 1–2-acre runs are 6’ high with 1’ tilt in’s and a 3-strand 
hot fence system 8-9 volt. Wolves are put away into night runs when staff is unavailable to supervise in bigger 
runs. All night runs are 24’x24’x8’ with cattle panel bottoms, chain-link tops with solid roof tops. All night runs 
placed within the acer runs act as permitter fence for night runs. Both permitter doors and cage doors are locked 
with padlocks. This is more than is required by the USDA.     
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-3 cougar enclosures and 1 bobcat enclosure are 24’x36’ each. They all have chain-link roof. Per USDA guidelines all 
cat enclosures must have a covered walkway /perimeter fence. All cats have a 3’ walkway all the way around 
enclosures that is topped. It also includes an additional 6’ with tilt in perimeter fence for extra safety. 
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-Bird flights are chain-link and topped. No dig outs are required for these enclosures. 

 
- South American Trailer- Sloths, armadillo, kinkajous and tortoises are kept in a 40’ mortified insulated container. 
This ensures that  temperatures remain over 80 degrees as each animal housed in this facility requires that 
temperament for survival. 

 
- Reptile house. Reptile house is another 40’ refer unit and contains wooden enclosures with glass fronts and 
consist of all sizes to accommodate species of snakes or lizards. Reptile house temperature is always set at 82 
degrees. The main heat source is propane furnaces. Some reptiles require UVB lighting and cages are set up to 
accommodate the special lights needed.   
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-  E. Describe how the animals are cared for. When and how often are they fed and what the food source is. 
When and how often are they inspected by a veterinarian and does that take place on or off site. How often are 
the enclosures cleaned? 
POTH has a staff that cares for these animals daily. All animals’ enclosures are cleaned daily. Mammals and birds 
are fed daily Monday-Saturday and fasted on Sunday. Reptiles are on a strict feeding schedule according to their 
species requirements. Food comes from our donors of Walmart, Chief Store, Del Fox Meats and local farmers. As 
many of our animals come to us as rescues and require specialized diets, we also purchase supplement foods from 
Mazuri Exotic Foods, Chewy, Rodent Pro, Costco, Amazon and other exotic animal food sources. All animals are 
inspected by veterinarian at least 1 time a year, unless medical attention is needed. Animals are both seen by a 
veterinarian on and offsite depending on medical reason.   
F. Describe how the waste is handled. How and where is it disposed of? How often is it disposed of? 
POTH disposes of all animal waste biweekly through trash service waste management. All waste, meat products, 
and trash are bagged and disposed of properly and in accordance with local, state and federal law.  
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LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
February 4, 2022 
 
CITY OF ANACORTES 
 
Matt Miller, Mayor - Personal 
Planning,Community & Economic Development 
City Council 
Administrative Services 
Public Works 
Anacortes Parks & Recreation 
City Attorney 
 
Anacortes Chamber of Commerce 
 
This letter is being written in connection with “Predators of the Heart” a non-profit sanctuary for 
wolves and other animals located near Anacortes, Washington in Skagit County Washington. 
 
It is my understanding that Predators of the Heart its endeavoring to update and/or acquire 
permits for the facility and they have been met with some resistance.   
 
My wife and I have lived in Anacortes for over 20 years.  I presently live very close to Predators of 
the Heart facility.  During my ENTIRE time living in Anacortes I have-not heard any adverse or 
negative statements concerning Predators of the Heart!   
 
I did not know of the existence of Predators of the Heart until approximately 5 years ago when I 
received a telephone call from my granddaughter (Chloe) who lives in Ohio asking why i did not 
take her to see the wolves in Anacortes.  I told her that I did not know about it and would 
certainly take her and family to Predators of the Heart on their next visit providing was safe etc. 
 
My investigation found the facility to be safe, educational, and an opportunity to expand one’s 
knowledge through face to face interaction with the wolves and other animals.  We, my family 
from Ohio visited the sanctuary on their very next trip from Ohio which was a very short time 
after the call from my granddaughter. 
 
Have visited the Predators of the Heart site several times since learning of existence!  Each time I 
have found the facility to be in exceptional condition, safe, and in constant upgrading to ensure 
future safety for both the animals in the complex and the adjacent public.  On each visit the staff 
was a class act.   
 
I know our government  has regulations and procedures in place that require a non-profit animal 
sanctuary to meet and maintain high standards and is subject to frequent audits.  Since 
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Predators of the Heart has been in existence for over 20 years - it has obviously met the 
requirements. 
 
What a huge opportunity “Predators of the Heart” is for educational purposes for our local 
community!  
 
It also adds to our water endeavors, such as kayaking, whale watching, fishing and hiking etc.  
that our wonderful island offers.  In addition, it generates revenue to the city of Anacortes when 
people visit and use/enjoy our restaurants, lodging, and shopping at our unique stores.     
 
It is ironic, that I found the existence of Predators of the Heart because a Ohio couple on their 
honeymoon visited the facility - told my granddaughter how great it was - who called me and 
bawled me out for not taking her there  - WOW what a powerful  advertiser word of mouth is!!! 
“Predators of the Heart” is a WIN WIN for the City of Anacortes, Skagit County, and our entire 
local area!   
 
It is very safe, in my opinion, and must have met all government regulations for the 20 plus years 
it has been in existence. 
 
I ask for support from our city, county and whoever else to approve what is necessary to keep 
this wonderful educational, revenue generating and unique facility operating for the benefit of 
people in the future.   
 
Thank you in advance for considering my first hand knowledge of “Predators of the Heart”. 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Pete Nelson,  Former General Director of Risk Management Department of a (self-insured) Large 
Corporation and Adjunct Instructor, Business Law and other business subjects at Skagit Valley 
College for 10 plus years 
 
cc: Predators of the Heart 
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PREDATORS OF THE HEART ANACORTES  
To: Ms. Ashley Carr, Administrative Manager  
This letter is in regards to, “Predators of the Heart,” a non-profit organization for animal 
conservation located in Skagit County, near Anacortes WA. This organization is also the host of 
“Wolf Encounters,” an experience that provides visitors with an opportunity to spend time with 
the animals in an up-close and safe environment. As someone who has attended the Wolf 
Encounter experience and has interacted with the other animals at the site, I would like to share 
my experience with you.  
My father has lived in Anacortes for over 20 years now and my family has made many trips from 
Ohio to visit and enjoy the beauty of the city and surrounding waters. We have whale watched, 
kayaked, hiked and hit the downtown shops and restaurants. About 5 years ago, my daughter 
who works at Goodyear Tire and Rubber Headquarters in Ohio, sent me a text demanding to 
know why we had never gone to Predators of the Heart! Apparently, a recently married co-
worker and his wife went there while traveling the Pacific Northwest on their honeymoon. The 
reason was we didn’t know it was there! Predators of the Heart sits in the woods near my dad’s 
house, but he didn’t know of it either. Of course, he scheduled a visit right away and loved every 
moment of it and we set up a tour on our next trip to see him. It was an experience we all talk 
about to this day! How else would you ever get an opportunity to touch, pet and get an up close 
interaction with a wolf (Max and his mom for us), sloths, albino skunks, a cougar and others? The 
tour was personal, educational and at NO time did any of us feel anything but safe! 
We were in absolute awe of the animals and the work done there to allow others a small 
moment of that experience. It was truly amazing. I know my dad has returned and taken others 
since then to experience it with the same appreciation.  
Apparently, the organization is facing scrutiny and the concerns of a few that its present location 
is unsafe. I would like to refute that by again saying it felt very safe for my family; I took my 
children there! On our visit we did the tour with a young couple from Seattle. This is where they 
go every year for a wedding anniversary gift, because of the love and respect they shared for the 
work. Since that time, I have made several charitable contributions to Predators of the Heart to 
offer something that supports the important work that they do. I believe it is important to 
appreciate wildlife as something more than a photo or a meal. The interaction with the animals 
should be personal to build respect and educational to foster true understanding of wildlife. This 
has been the mission of Predators.  
I truly feel this place offers a rare opportunity for the Anacortes area. It is an attraction, the same 
as kayaking and whale watching, and brings people into a small town that otherwise might not 
be visited. People visit, they eat there and probably stay which is revenue for the local 
businesses and, most importantly, they leave and share their unique experience with others. It is 
truly a one of a kind adventure.  
I would ask for the support of local and county decision makers in keeping this resource available 
to the general public. It is a jewel to the owners, and they take great care in the stewardship of it 
for all the right reasons.  
Thank you in advance for your consideration of my thoughts and ask.  
SINCERELY,  
DANA NELSON, RN MN APRN CNS 32  
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Dear Mr. Mayor, 
 
We write to you in support of Predators of the Heart (PH) which we understand is seeking a 
required permit from Skagit County. We are directing comments to your Office because we hear 
that the City is expressing opposition to PH’s permit application on the grounds that there is lack 
of interest and support within the community. 
 
We live in the County just outside Anacortes City Limits. We shop, of course in Aancortes, 
patronise local restaurants, many other businesses and amenities there. We are supporters of 
PH. Our immediate families live in Seattle and Atlanta, and it is their practice to rent facilities 
within Anacortes when they visit us. On several occasions, we have visited PH, and with our 
families too. It has always been a rewarding, informative, and uplifting experience. We ourselves 
are avid world travelers (and erstwhile trekkers); wild places and wild animals being our primary 
interests. PH fits well with our love of nature.  
 
We hope our comments are useful, and, of course, would be happy to answer any questions you 
may have. 
 
Respectfully, Hugh and Wendy Kendrick 
 
11342 Mainsail Lane 
Anacortes, WA 98221 
360-293-0932 
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Colin & Deanna Emsley 
2200 20th Place, Anacortes, WA 98221 

360-333-2387 

colinsmarine@gmail.com 
emsley.deanna@gmail.com 

Dear Recipient, 

It is our sincere pleasure to enthusiastically recommend that Predators of the Heart be given 
permission to continue operating within Skagit County, and specifically within the vicinity of 
Anacortes. 
We have been residents of Anacortes for nearly twenty years and have operated a tourist-
oriented marine business during that entire time.  We have witnessed time and time again the 
incredible impact that Predators of the Heart (“POTH”) has on visitors to this area.  Every group 
that we refer to POTH comes away absolutely spellbound by the experience.  We have had 
clients make repeated trips back to Anacortes specifically so that they could incorporate a visit 
to POTH. 
As residents who live less than 3-miles away from POTH, it is no surprise to us at all that 
everybody who visits the sanctuary is forever changed by the experience.  The unique 
combination of animals at POTH, combined with the unparalleled ability to get such an intimate 
look into their lives, truly sets POTH apart. 
Beyond the majesty of the animals themselves is the incomparable passion that the entire 
POTH team has for their critical dual mission of conservation and education.  It is this dual 
mission more than anything else that truly sets POTH apart, and which in turn helps set 
Anacortes apart. 
We beam with pride each time we refer our clients to POTH, and we relish our own visits to the 
sanctuary as often as possible. 
Anacortes is always quick to tout its commitment to the natural playground within which it sits.  
A continued commitment to POTH is critical example of living up to that heritage and pledge. 

Regards, 

Colin & Deanna Emsley 
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SAFETY  
PROTOCOLS  
(ANIMAL RECAPTURE PROTOCOLS)  
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INTRODUCTION 
PURPOSE 
Purpose is to properly house and exhibit exotic animals at POTH wildlife 
sanctuary/conservation located at 4709 Welch Lane, Anacortes, WA 98221. All POTH enclosures 
have met USDA guidelines and are designed for safe containment through housing, shifting, 
holding and transporting. However, no matter how well enclosures are designed, and safety 
protocols are followed, escape is a possibility. Therefore, POTH has created a “Safety Protocol” 
including an animal escape and recapture protocol.  This is to ensure quick and safe recapture 
in the event of an animal escape.  A safety guideline has been established to protect visitors, 
employees and neighbors from possible harm.  Ensuring routine facility practices are reviewed 
to help prevent similar situations from occurring.  
Our goal is to create this “Safety Protocol” to help prevent escapes and ensure proper training 
is given to staff on how to respond quickly and efficiently in case of an emergency. We 
accomplish this by providing clear guidelines, roles, responsibilities, procedures and tools 
needed in any situation. Our objective of the “Safety Protocols” is to provide the proper 
training, tools and drills ensuring best practices are accomplished. POTH will be performing at 
least 2 training drills a calendar year. This practice will ensure that staff can safely implement all 
aspects of a recapture plan should an escape occur.   
 
ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT  
Blowpipe 180DM w/ Detachable Mouthpiece, CO2 Deluxe Pistol, Jab stick, Bear Spray, Blow 
Horn, Ruger EC9s 9MM (Concealed carrier license Ashley Carr, Danny Overman) 
 

KEY DUTIES FOR 

OPERATION TIERS 
TIER I (EXPERT HANDLER/MANAGEMENT) 
Expert handlers have a minimum of 5 years of animal husbandry, handling, training and on the 
job experience. Expert handlers have been through big cat training and are USDA certified of 
POTH to handle big cats. POTH board of directors will determine if a staff member is qualified 
to be a tier I. 
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TIER II (INTERMEDIATE HANDLER) 
Intermediate handlers at POTH must have 2 years of animal handling training or on the job 
experience. Intermediate handlers may handle all species of animals except for big cats (any 
exotic cat over 65lbs) 
 
TIER III (BASIC HANDLER)  
Basic handlers must have 6 months (40 hour work weeks) of on the job training with a tier II or 
tier I handler. The Basic Handler will perform tasks of feeding the animals, cleaning their living 
and sleeping areas, and other aspects of basic care. Animals for a tier III will help with wolf 
encounters under tier I or II supervision and start training in basic wolf behavior and handling.  
 
 
TIER IV (HANDLER IN TRAINING)                                                       
Staff member in training before handling any animals. Must have 25 days of training before 
performing basic tasks without supervision. No animal handling will be performed without Tier 
1 supervision and training.   
 

TIER REQUIREMENTS FOR 

HANDLING ANIMAL 

1. BIG CAT  

Tier I handlers ONLY may enter enclosures with big cats.  Tier II may perform daily care for big 
cats including, feeding, watering and cleaning. All big cats must be in lock out for Tier II to enter 
the enclosure. Tier II may shut lockouts for Tier III and IV to perform daily tasks. Tier II must lock 
lockout so no tiers III or IV can enter an enclosure with a big cat.   

2. SMALL CATS  

Tier I and Tier II handlers ONLY. 
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3. WOLF DOG  

Wolf dogs ambassadors may be worked with by Tiers I,II,III.  Tier IV must be supervised by a Tier 
I or Tier II to enter the cage of wolf dog ambassador. 
Wolf dogs in conservation status (not public working wolves) may only be worked with by Tier I 
and Tier II. 

4. SMALL MAMMAL  

Small mammals may be handled by Tiers I, II, and III. Tier IV may not handle animals and should 
only perform daily basic tasks to care for these animals such as clean enclosures keeping safe 
distance, pull food and water dishes, water and feed, and complete basic maintenance needed 
in enclosures.  

5. BIRDS OF PREY AND BIRDS 

Tiers I, II, and III may handle birds. Tier IV may not handle animals and should only perform 
daily basic tasks to care for these animals such as clean enclosures keeping safe distance, pull 
food and water dishes, feed and water, and complete basic maintenance needed in enclosures.  

6. REPTILE (NON-VENOMOUS)  

Tiers I, II, and III may handle reptiles. Tier IV may not handle animals and should only perform 
daily basic tasks to care for these animals such as clean enclosures keeping safe distance, pull 
food and water dishes, feed and water, and complete basic maintenance needed in enclosures.  
 

7. REPTILE (VENOMOUS)  

Tier I and Tier II ONLY may handle or care for venomous reptiles. 
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ANIMAL ESCAPE/RECAPTURE 

PROTOCOL 

REPORTING ESCAPE OF DANGEROUS ANIMAL 

KEEP THE ANIMAL UNDER OBSERVATION FROM A SAFE DISTANCE UNTIL HELP ARRIVES. DO 
NOT ATTEMPT TO RECAPTURE, HERD, OR APPROACH AN ESCAPED ANIMAL ALONE. Each and 
every animal escape, regardless of relative danger posed by the animal, is to be reported. 
Dangerous animal escapes must be reported immediately to a Tier I employee by hand-held 
radio or by phone if unreachable by radio. The employee reporting the escape should remain 
calm, speak deliberately and clearly and provide the following information to the best of their 
knowledge:  
1. Animal species that escaped. 
2. If animal is still in perimeter fencing  
3. The number of escaped animals observed  
4. Exact location of animal(s)  
5. Direction of animal(s) movement  
6. Condition and behavior of animal (injured, panicked, running, etc)  
 
Employees must have a handheld radio while working.  Radios are available in the POTH gift 
shop. Radio is set to the correct channel. Incident report must be completed after capture  

REPORTING ESCAPE OF NON-DANGEROUS ANIMAL 

Animals not listed in the dangerous animal section of this document are not considered an 
immediate potential danger to employee’s, visitors, or neighbors.  Some animals are highly 
mobile (e.g. small primates) and can possibly be difficult to recapture.  Other animals that are 
less mobile will allow for an easier capture. Responses to escapes by these species may or may 
not require the full response team like required for dangerous animals. All escapes must still be 
reported. If the escaped animal requires a significant level of staff response to support quick 
recapture it should be reported via radio to POTH staff immediately. For cases involving highly 
benign species with poor mobility (e.g. turtles or small ducks) the first report can be made 
directly to Tier I or Tier 2 staff members to help and ensure safe capture of animals. Incident 
reports must be filled out after safe capture of animals.  
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ESCAPE OFF POTH COMPOUND  
In cases where an escaped animal leaves POTH grounds (is beyond the limits of the perimeter 
fence) the president or other persons in charge will instruct notify the following agencies by 
calling 911 dispatch:  
1. Skagit County Animal Control 
2. Anacortes Animal Control  
3. Anacortes Police Department  
4. Anacortes Fire Department   
5. Mt. Erie Volunteer Fire Department  
POTH will send a Tier 3 employee to the Emergency staging area (Front Main Gate) to meet the 
responding agencies and provide POTH radio to allow communication and coordination 
between outside agencies and the recapture team.  

KEY RESPONSE AUTHORITIES 

 Tier I - Ashley Carr: 360-770-7479 
 Tier II Employee onsite  
 Skagit County Animal Control: Emilly Diaz: 360-428-3211 
 City of Anacortes ACFL: 360-293-1918 

Asa Deane at Friends of the Forest ACFL: 360-399-6184 
Diana Forbes DVM, USDA, APHIS: 206-478-4881 
Caleb Stewart Legal Console: 425-455-3900 

  

WEAPONS MANAGEMENT 

Blowpipe 180DM w/ Detachable Mouthpiece, CO2 Deluxe Pistol, Jabstick, Ruger EC9s 9MM 
(Ashley Carr / Daniel Overman ONLY) 
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TIERS DUTIES AND 

RESPONSIBILITIES IN ESCAPE  

TIER I RESPONSE DUTIES  

● Contact 911/USDA if animal escapes POTH property 

● Evaluate situation  

● Give clear guidelines and plan for recapture plan to tier II 

● Carry appropriate weapon if necessary 

TIER II RESPONSE DUTIES  

● Perform responsibilities of Tier 1 if not on premise  

● Work with Tier I to recapture animal 

● Carry appropriate weapon for capture if necessary 

● Update Tier III with current status of capture   

TIER III RESPONSE DUTIES 

● To set up a base at the main gate to allow proper authorities if needed if an animal 

escapes off POTH property.  

● To provide updates and communication to outside agencies if animals escape off POTH 

property. (POTH radio to be provided to agencies) 

● To provide any tools necessary to staff for safe recapture  

● Contact local agencies not associated with 911 or USDA if requested by Tier I 
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TIER IV RESPONSE DUTIES  

● Check ALL perimeter fences are properly closed including front gate 

● Stand at camera monitor and monitor animal movement/capture 

● If animals escape during a tour, escort the tour group safely to the gift shop and have 

them remain calm. 

● To complete any task given by Tier I or Tier II 

AUTHORITY CONTACTS 

TIER I CONTACTS 

Ashley Carr / President 360-770-7479 
Daniel Overman / Vice President 360-982-8313 

SKAGIT COUNTY CONTACTS 

Skagit County Animal Control- Emilly Diaz: 360-428-3211 

USDA  
Diana Forbes DVM, USDA, APHIS: 206-478-4881 

CITY OF ANACORTES/ACFL CONTACTS  

City of Anacortes ACFL 360-293-1918 
Asa Deane at Friends of the Forest ACFL 360-399-6184 

LEGAL TEAM  

Caleb Stewart at Oseran and Hahn 425-455-3900 

NEIGHBOR CALL LIST 

TO BE ANNOUNCED  
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LIST OF DANGEROUS ANIMALS  
● Cougars 

● Wolves 

 

LIST OF NON-DANGEROUS ANIMALS 
● Anteater 
● Porcupine 

● Kinkajou 

● Sloth 

● Opossum 

● Raccoon  

● Fox 

● Birds 

● Skunk 

● Armadillo 

● Coatimundi 

● Bobcats 

● Constricting Reptiles 

● Lizards 

● Tortoises 

● Alligator 

● Marmosets 
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PREVENTION SAFETY PROTOCOLS 
 STAFF PREVENTIONS MEASURES  

It is staff's responsibility to assure the safety of the public, neighbors and the animals by taking 
proper safety measures. All doors must be closed and locked upon entry and exit.  Enclosures 
doors and locks must be checked to ensure they are functioning properly at all times. All staff 
must be observant to possible hazards to enclosures such as, overhanging limbs, dead trees,  
possible perimeter hazards etc. All hazards must be reported to management immediately. 
Employees must also keep a close eye on primary enclosures to assure they are in good repair. 
All perimeter fences must be checked daily. All electric fencing needs to be at 8.2-9.8 volt and 
popping, if not the employee must find ground out immediately. Failure to follow these safety 
protocols, leading to a loss of animal, will lead to immediate disciplinary actions against 
employees.        
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Special Use Permit Application 
Planning & Development Services · 1800 Continental Place · Mount Vernon WA 98273 
voice 360-416-1320 · inspections 360-416-1330 · www.skagitcounty.net/planning  

Use this form for both administrative and hearing examiner special use permit applications. Before you apply 
for a special use permit, it is generally required that you participate in a pre-application meeting. See the 
Pre-Dev/Pre-App Meeting Request form for details. 

Project Information 
Site Address City Zip 

Parcel No(s) 

Zoning UGA � No � Yes, which:

Project 
Description 

Request 
What type of special use permit are you requesting? Check as many as apply. 

� Bed and breakfast

� Home-based business 2

� Home-based business 3

� Kennel

� Marijuana production or processing facility

� Marijuana retail facility

� Mineral extraction and processing

� Outdoor outfitters enterprises

� Personal wireless facility

� Rural Business Expansion Beyond 1,500 sq ft

� Rural Business Change of Use

� Temporary events

� Temporary manufactured homeʹaccessory to farm dwelling unit

� Temporary manufactured homeʹelderly or disabled family member

� Other (specify): _______________________________

Required Attachments 
Include all of the following with your application: 

� Contact Information & Signature Form

� Site plan consistent with site plan requirements checklist

� Lot certification1 ƌĞĐŽƌĚĞĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌ��ƵĚŝƚŽƌ͛Ɛ�&ŝůĞ�EƵŵďĞƌ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�;ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ƵŶůĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŝƚƐĞůĨ
does not require lot certification)

� Critical areas approval letter

� Water review approval letter

� Pre-application meeting letter or pre-application meeting waiver

� Landscape plan (if required by pre-app meeting letter)

� Parking plan (if required by pre-app meeting letter)

� Any other documents requested at your pre-application meeting

1 SCC 14.06.045(2). 

Permit #: 

Received by: 

PL22-0133

Received
3.19.22

http://www.skagitcounty.net/planning
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n Requirements for ALL Special Use Permits
All types of special use permits require the following͘��ƚƚĂĐŚ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�Ă�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ƐŚĞĞƚ�ŽĨ�ƉĂƉĞƌ͘

� A narrative that includes numbered responses to the following:

ϭ͘ Describe your proposal/business.
Ϯ͘ Describe what days and hours will your operation be open.
ϯ͘ How many employees will you have?
ϰ͘ tŚĂƚ�ǁŝůů�ǇŽƵƌ�ĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞƐ͛�ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ŚŽƵƌƐ�ďĞ͍
ϱ͘ Will employees work on site?
ϲ͘ How many employees will work off-site?
ϳ͘ Describe the location and size of any signs you propose to advertise your operation.
ϴ͘ How do you propose to screen your operation from public view? E.g., plants, shrubs, fences.
ϵ͘ Describe your proposed parking area.
ϭϬ͘ Describe your schedule, including any phasing, for development of your operation.
ϭϭ͘ Describe the expected traffic impact of your operation on public roads.
ϭϮ͘ Describe any internal road system your operation will have.
ϭϯ͘ Describe how your operation will be accessed.
ϭϰ͘ Describe any heat from machinery or equipment that your operation will generate.
ϭϱ͘ Describe any noise your operation will generate.
ϭϲ͘ Describe any odors your operation will generate.
ϭϳ͘ Describe any steam, smoke, or dust your operation will generate.
ϭϴ͘ Describe any vibrations your operation will generate.
ϭϵ͘ Describe any heavy equipment or machinery your operation will use.
ϮϬ͘ Describe any chemicals, waste oil, solvents, fuel, etc, your operation will store.
Ϯϭ͘ Describe your plan for disposal of any chemicals.
ϮϮ͘ Describe your plans to prevent trespassing by employees, customers, or visitors to adjoining property.
Ϯϯ͘ If your operation will use a building please describe the size, height and construction type.   This building must be�

shown on the site plan.
Ϯϰ͘ Describe the sewage disposal plan for employees and the public.
Ϯϱ͘ Describe the water supply for employees and the public.
Ϯϲ͘ Address any fire flow issues.

� A narrative that includes numbered responses to the following General Special Use Permit Evaluation Criteria.2 The burden�
of proof is on the applicant to provide evidence that the use complies with the criteria.

Ϯϳ͘ Demonstrate that the proposed use is compatible with the neighboring properties.
Ϯϴ͘ Demonstrate that the proposed use complies with Skagit County Code. Please cite code section.
Ϯϵ͘ Demonstrate that the proposed use will not create undue noise, odor, heat, vibration, and air or water pollution on�

surrounding, existing, or potential dwelling units, based on the performance standards of SCC 14.16.840.
ϯϬ͘ Demonstrate that the proposed use will not generate intrusions on privacy of surrounding uses.
ϯϭ͘ Demonstrate that proposed use will not cause potential adverse effects on the general public health, safety, and�

welfare.
ϯϮ͘ For special uses in the Industrial Forest-NRL, Secondary Forest-NRL, Agricultural-NRL, and Rural Resource-NRL zones,�

demonstrate that the impacts on long-term natural resource management and production will be minimized.
ϯϯ͘ Demonstrate that the proposed use is not in conflict with the health and safety of the community.
ϯϰ͘ Demonstrate that the proposed use will be supported by adequate public facilities or services and will not adversely�

affect public services to the surrounding areas, or conditions can be established to mitigate adverse impacts on such�
facilities.

ϯϱ͘ Demonstrate the proposed use will maintain the character, landscape and lifestyle of the rural area. For new uses,�
proximity to existing businesses operating via special use permit shall be reviewed and considered for cumulative�
impacts. 

2 SCC 14.16.900(1)(b)(v). 
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o Additional Requirements for Specified Special Use Permits 
Find the specific special use permit(s) you are applying for below, and attach the additional information listed. 

A. Bed and Breakfast
Attach all of the following:

� A narrative that includes numbered explanations for how your proposal will comply with the following requirements:3

A1. The bed and breakfast must be owner-occupied and managed. 
A2. Parking is on-site and a minimum of 10 feet away from neighboring residences. 
A3. All lighting is directed away from neighboring residences. 
A4. The impacts will be no more obtrusive than a residence. 
A5. Five bedrooms or less are available for guest use. 

B. Home-Based Business 24

The intent of this Special Use is to allow home based businesses to operate with the limitations listed below.  When the business
grows beyond the criteria established and/or the conditions included in any approval, the business should relocate to a zone that
would permit the activity. Attach all of the following:

� SEPA Checklist (unless categorically exempt).

� A narrative that includes numbered explanations for how your proposal will comply with the following requirements:

B1. Is carried out by a member or members of a family residing in the dwelling; 
B2. Is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the property for dwelling purposes (business activity may be 

conducted in buildings other than the dwelling; provided, that the size of such use does not exceed 50 percent of the 
living area of the dwelling unit); 

B3. Has no outside storage nor other exterior indication of the home occupation or variation from the residential 
character of the property with the exception of one sign not to exceed four square feet, provided such sign shall not 
be illuminated; 

B4. Does not require the installation of heavy equipment, large power tools or power sources not common to a 
residential dwelling; 

B5. Does not create a level of electrical interference, line voltage fluctuation, noise, vibration, smoke, dust, odors, heat, 
glare, traffic and other environmental impacts beyond that which is common to a residential area; 

B6. Does not create a level of parking demand beyond that which is normal to a residential area; 
B7. May have clients come to the site. 

C. Home-Based Business 35

The intent of this Special Use is to allow home based businesses to operate with the limitations listed below.  When the business
grows beyond the criteria established and/or the conditions included in any approval, the business should relocate to a zone that
would permit the activity. Attach all of the following:

� SEPA Checklist (unless categorically exempt).

� A narrative that includes numbered explanations for how your proposal will comply with the following requirements:

C1. Is carried out by a member or members of a family residing in the dwelling and up to three additional employees; 
C2. Is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the property for dwelling purposes; 
C3. The business activity may be conducted in buildings other than the dwelling; provided, that the size of such building 

shall be consistent with the residential area and such building is properly permitted for the use; 
C4. Has no outside storage nor other exterior indication of the home occupation or variation from the residential 

character of the property with the exception of one sign not to exceed four square feet, provided such sign shall not 
be illuminated; 

C5. Does not create a level of electrical interference, line voltage fluctuation, noise, vibration, smoke, dust, odors, heat, 
glare, traffic and other environmental impacts beyond that which is common to a residential area; 

C6. Does not create a level of parking demand beyond that which is normal to a residential area; 
C7. May have clients come to the site. 

3 SCC 14.16.900(2)(c). 
4 SCC 14.16.730(3). 
5 SCC 14.16.730(4). 
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D. Kennels6

Identify which type of kennel you are applying for:

� Day-Use Kennel: any premises at which 1 or more dogs, cats, or both are kept during daytime hours for a commercial
purpose including but not limited to grooming, training, and/or boarding. Note these limitations:

x A day-use kennel shall not exceed 25 dogs or cats on site at any one time.
x No commercial breeding or selling of dogs or cats shall occur at a day-use kennel.
x No overnight boarding of animals shall occur at a day-use kennel.

� Limited Kennel: any premises at which 1 or more dogs, cats, or both are kept overnight for a commercial purpose including
but not limited to breeding or selling. A single, incidental litter in a 12-month period is not a commercial purpose. Note
these limitations:

x A limited kennel shall not exceed 25 dogs or cats over 16 weeks of age on site at any one time. 
x At no time shall there be more than 50 dogs or cats of any age on site. 
x No dogs or cats shall be commercially boarded at a limited kennel. 
x A limited kennel may have animals kept during daytime and overnight hours and may also include additional related 

services including but not limited to selling, training, grooming, and daily care. 

� Overnight Boarding Kennel: any premises at which 1 or more dogs, cats, or both are kept overnight for the commercial
purpose of boarding. Note these limitations:

x An overnight boarding kennel shall not exceed 150 dogs or cats on site at any one time.
x No commercial breeding or selling of dogs or cats shall occur at an overnight boarding kennel. A single, incidental litter

in a 12-month period is not commercial breeding or selling. 
x An overnight boarding kennel may have animals kept during daytime and overnight hours and may also include 

additional related services including but not limited to training, grooming, and daily care. 

Attach all of the following: 

� SEPA checklist.

� An evacuation plan for the dogs or cats in the event of an emergency.

� An exercise plan for the dogs or cats.

� A narrative that includes numbered explanations for how your proposal will comply with the following criteria:

D1. Areas used as part of a dog kennel operation shall be composed of at least one-half of 1 acre for every 5 dogs (i.e. 2.5
acres of kennel area would be required for 25 dogs). 

D2. Any indoor or outdoor area to be occupied by kennel animals shall be located at least 50 feet from any property line. 
A solid-wood fence or continuous, non-deciduous vegetative barrier shall be required, each at least 6 feet in height, 
between any outdoor kennel use area and the subject property lines. Fences and continuous barriers will not be 
required in cases where kennel use areas are at least 500 feet from all subject property lines. 

D3. Parking for all kennel customers and employees shall be fully contained on the subject property and shall not include 
the use of any road right-of-way. 

D4. All lighting shall be directed away from neighboring residences or businesses. 
D5. An approved waste disposal plan that complies with Chapter 12.16 SCC shall be required. 
D6. Kennel animals must be contained on the subject property. Outdoor kennel areas shall be constructed with adequate 

materials and height so as to prevent animal escapement. 
D7. Any outdoor kennel use areas shall be configured such that impacts to surrounding properties are minimized. All 

animals must be contained in enclosed buildings between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. daily. 

6 SCC 14.16.900(2)(i). 
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E. Marijuana Production or Processing7

Attach all of the following:

� SEPA checklist.

� A copy of your current license from the State Liquor and Cannabis Board.

� A narrative that includes numbered explanations for how your proposal will:

E1. Address impacts on surrounding properties, including but not limited to the appropriate distance of the facility from 
residences, schools, daycare facilities, public parks, other public facilities, and other marijuana facilities; 

E2. Include appropriate controls on odor; 
E3. Include appropriate screening or other requirements to avoid lighting impacts and the visual impacts of security 

fencing; 
E4. Include requirements for appropriate disposal of the waste and byproducts of production and processing; 
E5. /ŶĐůƵĚĞ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŽŶƐ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ�ĐĂŵĞƌĂƐ�ŝŶĨƌŝŶŐŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌƐ͛�ƉƌŝǀĂĐy; 
E6. Include any additional controls on hazardous processing methods with potential to injure neighboring properties; 
E7. Mitigate other impacts. 

F. Marijuana Retail Facility8

Attach all of the following:

� SEPA checklist.

� A copy of your current license from the State Liquor and Cannabis Board.

� A narrative that includes numbered explanations for how your proposal will:

F1. If the facility will use security cameras, ensure those cameras are aimed so as to view only the facility property, not
public rights-of-way or neighboring properties.

F2. Avoid customer use of marijuana on site or in adjacent areas (e.g., security cameras, fences, or site design).
F3. Mitigate other impacts.

G. Mineral Extraction or Processing
Please see SCC 14.16.440(10) for the operating standards and requirements for all mining special uses. Attach all of the following:9

� SEPA checklist.

� A narrative that includes numbered responses to all of the following:

G1. The estimated quantities of all materials to be extracted.
G2. Identification of any possible Scientific Resource Sites that may be located on the proposed site. Scientific Resource

Sites include unique or rare occurrences of rocks, minerals, or fossils that are of outstanding scientific significance.  
These areas must be delineated on the vicinity map below and the proposal for preservation of the identified area(s) 
must be addressed.   

G3. An on-site study to determine appropriate mitigation requirements for noise, vibration and dust levels.  The study 
should specify what levels the Applicant deems satisfactory to mitigate off-site disturbances.   

G4. An operations proposal detailing estimated frequency of blasting, estimated truck loads per day, what provisions for 
screening and fencing are proposed, and estimated hours of operation.   

G5. Identification and description of those critical areas designated and regulated by SCC 14.24, together with any critical 
areas studies that may be required by SCC 14.24. 

� All of the following maps on 11x17" paper:

� A vicinity map with a north arrow indicating the area on which the extraction operation is proposed including a legal
description, showing right-of-way width of access roads to the proposed site from the nearest community and any 
roads proposed on the site, and showing zoning of adjacent properties and land uses within 5 miles of the area 
proposed for mineral extraction and related activities;   

� A pre-mining map drawn to scale with an appropriate scale bar showing the permit area and buffers, elevations and 
contours, natural slopes and other drainage patterns, boundaries of municipalities, boundaries of property ownership, 

7 SCC 14.16.855. 
8 SCC 14.16.855. 
9 Required by SCC 14.16.440(8). 
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names and addresses of adjacent property owners, locations of nearby mines, locations of all railroads, bridges, utility 
lines or other rights of way, locations and names of any streams and natural or artificial drain ways on or adjacent to 
the site, locations of parks and other significant features;   

� A reclamation sequence map drawn to scale with an appropriate scale bar covering the same area as the pre-mining 
map showing the permit area border and buffers, excavation areas, location of all proposed access roads to be built, 
location of types of setbacks and beams, numbered segments and the direction of the sequence of mining, soil storage 
areas and sequence of stripping, storing and replacement of mined segments, overburden storage areas and sequence 
of stripping, storing and replacement of overburden on mined segments, waste rock piles and how they will be 
reclaimed and stabilized, operation plant and processing areas, measures to be taken to adjacent surface area to 
prevent slumping or landslides on adjacent lands, location and description of storm-water and erosion control systems 
including drainage facilities and settling ponds and estimated runoff served by individual facilities; and   

� A final reclamation map drawn to scale with an appropriate scale bar covering the same area as the pre-mining map 
permit area and buffers, final elevations and contours, adjacent natural ground slopes, reclaimed drainage patterns, 
general topography, locations and names of any roads, utility lines, rights-of-way, streams, bridges, lakes, springs, 
wetlands, location and depth of topsoil to be replaced after seedbed preparation, permanent drainage and water 
control systems, area to be re-vegetated and proposed species, 2 cross-sections (at right angles) with horizontal and 
vertical scales the same that show the original and final topography and the water table.   

� A report by a qualified geologist, hydrologist, or licensed engineer ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝǌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƌĞĂ͛s ground water including, but not
limited to, the following information:

x A description of the geology and hydrogeology of the area including the delineation of aquifer, aquitards, or aquicludes
(confining layers), hydrogeologic cross-sections, porosity, and horizontal and vertical permeability estimates;  

x Determination of the direction and velocity of ground water movement, water table contour and potentiometric 
surface maps (for confined aquifers) if applicable; and  

x A map containing the limits of the mine, buffer zones, location of all ground water wells within one-mile distance down 
gradient from the property boundaries, location of all perennial streams and springs, and definition or specification of 
locations of aquifer recharge and discharge areas. 

� Attach a transportation analysis from Skagit County Public Works Department or Washington State Department of
Transportation demonstrating that roads or bridges are capable of sustaining the necessary traffic for the proposed mineral
extraction operation, and that the proposed operation meets level-of-service, safety, and other standards as outlined in the
Skagit County Comprehensive Plan or its Transportation Technical Appendix and applicable state and local regulations.

H. Outdoor Outfitters10

Attach all of the following:

� SEPA checklist.

� A narrative that includes numbered explanations for how your proposal will comply with the following requirements:

H1. Temporary lodging may be allowed at temporary primitive campgrounds as regulated in each district, existing 
lodges/cabins, or approved bed and breakfasts. 

H2. No more than five self-contained RVs shall be allowed with such enterprises at any one time. 
H3. Temporary lodging in a single location shall not exceed 14 days for any one individual, group, or party. 
H4. At least seven days must pass before registered guests may return for lodging. 

� A site plan that includes location, size, access of proposed primitive campsites, existing lodges/cabins, and RV sites.

I. Personal Wireless Facilities
See SCC 14.16.720 for a description of all standard personal wireless facilities requirements. Attach all of the following:

� SEPA checklist.

� Photo simulations. Photo simulations of the existing site and proposed facility from all adjacent properties and public rights-
of-way at a radius of 1 mile from the proposed personal wireless service facility, including additional height of 20 feet for
possible co-location. Photo simulations shall be made from a range of elevations of surrounding residential areas. The
photo simulation shall be coded to a scaled vicinity map.

10 SCC 14.16.900(2)(d). 
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� Site plan. A scaled site plan showing the location, point of reference, type, height and longitude and latitude of the
proposed towers and antennas, existing buildings, on-site land uses and zoning, adjacent land uses and zoning, adjacent
roadway right of ways, parking areas if applicable, proposed means of access, setbacks from property lines and the
approximate distance between the proposed tower and the property lines. The method of fencing and, if applicable, the
method of camouflage, noise screening, and illumination shall be indicated. The application shall also include elevation
drawings of the proposed tower and any other proposed structures. A vicinity map shall be included.

� Landscaping plan. A landscaping plan shall be prepared indicating the specific placement of the facility on the site. Trees
and other significant site features, the type and location of plant materials used to screen the facility, and the proposed
color(s) of the facility shall also be indicated.

� Service area map. A current map showing the location of the proposed tower, the locations and service areas of other
personal wireless service facilities operated by the Applicant and those proposed by the Applicant that are close enough to
impact service within the County.

� Co-location statements. A statement by the Applicant as to whether construction of the tower will accommodate co-
location of additional antenna(s) for future users. In addition, a signed statement shall be included indicating that: (i) the
Applicant and landowner agree they will diligently negotiate in good faith to facilitate co-location of additional personal
wireless service facilities by other providers on the Applicant's structure or within the same site location; and (ii) the
Applicant and/or landowner agree to remove the facility within 60 days after abandonment.

� Environmental documentation. Copies of any environmental documents if required by any Federal or State agency.

� Compliance letter. A letter signed by the Applicant stating the tower and antenna will comply with all applicable Federal,
State and local laws and regulations, EIA standards and SCC 14.16.720.

� Co-location attempt. A narrative of the attempt to co-locate shall be included which lists names and dates of parties
contacted for potential co-locations. A statement by the Applicant has made a diligent attempt to mount the facilities on an
existing tower or structure that is within a 2,500-foot radius of the chosen site.

� Interference certification. Certification that the antenna usage will not interfere with other adjacent or neighboring
transmission or reception functions of other communications facilities.

� Licenses. The personal wireless service provider must demonstrate that the FCC licenses it, if required to be licensed under
FCC regulations for the provision of service within the County.

� Lease agreements. The Applicant, if not the personal wireless services provider, shall submit proof of lease agreements with
an FCC-licensed personal wireless services provider, if such provider is required to be licensed by FCC regulations.

� E911 compliance.  All providers shall attest to and demonstrate compliance with FCC and Washington State laws relating to
Emergency 911 regulations.

� Financial security.  The application for any tower shall be accompanied by a letter of credit, performance bond, or other
security in an amount to be determined by the County, which may be drawn upon by the County as necessary to cover the
costs of removal of the facility.

� Historic documentation.  If applicable, a letter of permission from the designated County Official if the site is on a National
Landmark or located in a Historic District.

� County recommendation.  If the Applicant proposes to use County-owned property, a letter of recommendation from the
Director of the Skagit County Parks and Recreation Department, Public Works Department or other applicable official.
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J. Rural Business Expansion Beyond 1,500 Square Feet
A special use permit is available for a use in the Rural Business zone established prior to July 1, 1990, to expand more than
1,500 sq ft if certain other conditions are met.11 Attach all of the following:

� SEPA checklist.

� A narrative that includes numbered explanations for how your proposal will comply with the following requirements:

J1. Except for agricultural support services, the expansion may not exceed 50 percent of the gross floor area dedicated to 
the Rural Business use as of July 1, 1990, up to a maximum of 5,000 square feet. 

J2. The expansion must occur on the same lot upon which the existing use is located. 
J3. The expansion must be visually compatible with the surrounding neighborhood and rural area. 
J4. Detrimental impacts to adjacent properties or to existing easement rights on the property may not be increased or 

intensified. 
J5. The expansion may not result in a formerly small operation dominating the area. 
J6. The expansion may not constitute new urban growth in the rural area, except that uses may utilize urban services 

that are historically available to the site. 
J7. Public services and facilities are limited to those necessary to serve the isolated nonresidential use and are provided 

in a manner that does not permit low density sprawl. 

K. Rural Business Change of Use
A special use permit is available for a use in the Rural Business zone to change to another use that is not substantially similar to the
pre-existing use in terms of the type of commercial activity performed.12 Attach all of the following:

� SEPA checklist.

� A narrative that includes numbered explanations for how your proposal will avoid a substantially increased impact on any
one of the following criteria, or result in smaller impacts across a number of criteria that cumulatively result in a
ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƚŝĂůůǇ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�ŽǀĞƌĂůů�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ͘��/ŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƉĂƌĞŶƚŚĞƐĞƐ�ĚĞĨŝŶĞƐ�͞ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƚŝĂů�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ͟�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌ�ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞ͘

K1. Traffic generation (more than 10% increase in vehicle trips per day).  How will this remain under 10%? 
K2. Parking requirements (the need to expand existing parking facilities or the likelihood that parking would overflow to 

adjacent roads or properties). Will you be increasing your parking spaces? 
K3. Hours of operation (10% increase in hours of operation, or any measurable increase in evening and weekend hours).  

What are the current hours? Will they increase? 
K4. Visitors/customers visiting the site (10% increase in visitors to the site). How many customers visit the site now?  How 

many after the expansion? 
K5. Is there a need for expanded septic, sewer, water, power or other services? 
K6. Will there be a need for increased infrastructure, such as road widening or access improvements?  
K7. Noise, light, glare and related impacts from business operations on adjacent properties. What is the impact now?  

What will it be after?  
K8. Will your proposal impact productive use of surrounding natural resource lands?  How? 
K9. Will your proposal have detrimental impacts to surrounding critical areas?  How? 
K10. Describe how your proposed change to the visual character of the structure or property would not significantly and 

negatively affect the visual character of the surrounding rural area.   
K11. Your proposal must be consistent with any applicable community development plan, if one has been adopted. Is 

there an applicable plan, and how is your proposal consistent with it? 

11 SCC 14.16.150(4(d). 
12 SCC 14.16.150(4)(e). 
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L. Temporary Events13

͞dĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�ĞǀĞŶƚƐ͟�ŝƐ�͞commercial use of a property for any musical, cultural, or social event held either indoors or out of doors.͟14

Attach all of the following:

� SEPA Checklist.

� A narrative that includes numbered explanations of how your use will comply with the following requirements:

L1. Events may occur on no more than 24 calendar days per year. 
L2. Parking for all events shall be fully contained on the subject property and shall not include the use of any road right-

of-way. 
L3. Does not create a detrimental level of electrical interference, line voltage fluctuation, noise, vibration, smoke, dust, 

odors, heat, glare, traffic or other environmental impacts on the surrounding area. 
L4. All lighting is directed away from neighboring residences or businesses. 

M. Temporary Manufactured HomeͶAccessory to a Farm Dwelling Unit15

A temporary manufactured home accessory to a farm dwelling unit on property meeting the definition of a farm in RCW 84.34.020
may be used to accommodate agricultural workers and their families employed on the premises. Attach all of the following:

� A narrative that includes numbered answers to the following questions:

M1. �ĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ŵĞĞƚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞĨŝŶŝƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�͞ĨĂƌŵůĂŶĚ͟�ŝŶ�Z�t�ϴϰ͘ϯϰ͘ϬϮϬ�;KƉĞŶ�^ƉĂĐĞ�dĂǆĂƚŝŽŶͿ͘
M2. Demonstrate that your operation is in compliance with the temporary worker standards in Washington State Law,

including RCW 19.27, RCW 70.114a, RCW 49.17, RCW 43.22 and RCW 43.70. 
M3. Demonstrate ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞ͛Ɛ�ǁŽƌŬ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ�ƐĂŝĚ�ĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ũŽď�

site is required by the farm owner/operator. 

Please note: a building permit is required for the manufactured home. A building permit requires review of septic and road access. If 
you propose to use an existing septic system, you should contact the Public Health Department to determine whether it has 
sufficient capacity before you apply for the special use permit. Any dwelling in Ag-NRL must comply with the Ag-NRL siting criteria. 

Any temporary manufactured home special use permit will be conditioned that if the farm employee stops residing in the 
manufactured home, the home must be removed.16 

N. Temporary Manufactured HomeͶElderly or Disabled Family Member17

A temporary manufactured home may be placed on the property to accommodate the housing needs of disabled or elderly family
members. Attach all of the following:

� Documentation that the need for nearby care is required by a doctor and/or physician.

Please note: a building permit is required for the manufactured home. A building permit requires review of septic and road access. If 
you propose to use an existing septic system, you should contact the Public Health Department to determine whether it has 
sufficient capacity before you apply for the special use permit. Any dwelling in Ag-NRL must comply with the Ag-NRL siting criteria. 

Any temporary manufactured home special use permit will be conditioned that if the disabled or elderly family member stops 
residing in the manufactured home, the home must be removed.18 

13 SCC 14.16.900(2)(h). 
14 SCC 14.04.020. 
15 SCC 14.16.900(2)(b). 
16 ^���ϭϰ͘Ϭϰ͘ϬϮϬ͕�ĚĞĨŝŶŝƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�͞ƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�ŵĂŶƵĨĂĐƚƵƌĞĚ�ŚŽŵĞ͘͟ 
17 SCC 14.16.900(2)(a). 
18 ^���ϭϰ͘Ϭϰ͘ϬϮϬ͕�ĚĞĨŝŶŝƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�͞ƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�ŵĂŶƵĨĂĐƚƵƌĞĚ�ŚŽŵĞ͘͟ 
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Contact Information & Signature Form 
Planning & Development Services · 1800 Continental Place · Mount Vernon WA 98273 
voice 360-416-1320 · inspections 360-416-1330 · www.skagitcounty.net/planning  

Attach this form to an application that requires it. An application will not be accepted without this form. 

By signing this form, the undersigned certifies that the statements, answers, and information both on this 
form and the remainder of this permit application are true and correct to the best of his or her knowledge 
and belief. 

Applicant/Contact 

Name Mailing Address 

City, State Zip Phone 

Email 

Property Owner ܆ Same as applicant      ܆ Multiple owners (attach additional page) 

Name Mailing Address 

City, State Zip Phone 

Email 

Contractor ܆ None     ܆ Same as applicant      ܆ Same as property owner 

Name Mailing Address 

City, State Zip Phone 

Email License # Expires 

Financing1 ܆ None     ܆ Lender below is providing construction financing    ܆ Firm below has issued payment bond 

Name Mailing Address 

City, State Zip Phone 

Signature 

 I am the owner of the subject property and I grant permission to field staff to enter the site to verify the presence or absence of  ܆
critical areas and perform inspections of work proposed by this application; OR 

 I have the consent of the owners of the subject property and have attached Agent Authorization Form(s) (SCC 14.06.090); OR ܆

 .This is a mechanical/plumbing permit or pre-development/pre-app meeting request; ownership certification is not required ܆
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1 Required by RCW 19.27.095(2)(d) for building permit applications. 
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• A narrative that includes numbered responses to the following:  
1. Describe your proposal/business.  

Predators of the Heart (POTH), a 501(c)(3) organization, has been a part of the Anacortes and Skagit 
County community for over twenty-three (23) years. Our chief consideration is safety, and we aim to 
educate the community about animals as described below as well as to serve local agencies (i.e. local 
animal control, Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) and other federal agencies such as the military and 
United States Department of Agriculture) to be a rescue and a resource for their needs.  

(a) Safety 

Safety is our primary concern. Our processes, procedures and protocols have been vetted by local 
(Anacortes) Animal Control, United States Department of Agriculture and DFW. We are routinely 
inspected (both scheduled and at random). Our most recent inspection was on September 23,2021 A 
common misconception is that our wolves are rescues—they are not. Our wolves are bred, and are 
taught/trained to be “ambassador” wolves—they help the general population to understand humans and 
are introduced to them at an early stage of their life. At one point, POTH was receiving so-called “big cats” 
as rescues, but will be phasing out big cats.  

In any event, we have worked closely with DFW, the USDA and local agencies, including Skagit County 
animal control, to ensure an exceedingly safe environment. In 23 years, we have had only one escape, and 
that escape was mitigated—the wolves were captured in under 30 minutes. That instance was likely 
instigated by a leashless dog (a major problem on the trails), and, as a result, the wolf that was 
responsible for the escape has since been euthanized. Again: POTH takes the safety of the community 
very seriously and put the wolf down in an abundance of caution.  

As outlined below, our wolves and other animals (including, but not limited to, predatory animals) are 
kept in six-sided enclosures overnight. This means that they cannot dig out or jump out of the enclosure. 
On the wolf-runs, we have layered fences: at least two “layers” with one of the fences being “hot” or 
electrified. The outer “runs” also have 6-8 foot “dig outs” which also disallows the wolves from jumping 
over any fencing. There are additional plans to increase the fencing by adding overhangs onto the existing 
fencing to further protect the wolves and neighboring properties.  

(b) Education 

For over 20 years, POTH has been educating all ages: from church functions to school assemblies to 
private tours, POTH has built a reputation in the community by educating individuals on the animals 
themselves, the local ecosystem(s), the essential nature of animals in the Pacific Northwest, wildlife 
preservation, and children. More recently, POTH has assisted the Make-a-Wish Foundation with children 
who are gravely ill experience wildlife in a safe and secure manner.  

POTH has diligently served the community and has been a resource of information, which is why it also is 
a resource for local law enforcement, the nearby military base, the USDA and DFW, to name only a few. 
POTH works to explain to its guests and the broader community the importance of these animals and the 
role they play in the PNW ecosystem, and in particular the ecosystem of Skagit and surrounding counties. 
As a result, children and adults have a greater understanding and appreciation not only of the animals and 
the role that they play in the ecosystem, but of their impact (and ours) on the world around us. These 
lessons lead to greater efforts in wildlife preservation and conservation.  
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(c) Rescue  

As noted above, POTH also serves as a critical resource for local animal control agencies (most recently, 
Pierce County, Thurston, King and Snohomish) the military, local law enforcement, DFW and USDA. Each 
of these agencies trusts POTH’s ability to safely and securely house these animals, and care for them for 
the duration of their lives if necessary. While we do limit the number of animals that we take in, POTH 
strives to continue to build those relationships. We have partnered with the aforementioned agencies and 
have become a vital resource to the community as a result.  

As an example: POTH was recently contacted by the military to assist with a wild animal on the base at 
Oak Harbor. Our team worked overnight with military agencies to detain the animal safely and securely 
and house it.  

Within the last month, Pierce County animal control received over 10 birds due to a seizure operation. 
POTH was a resource available to the Pierce County animal control, assisting in containing these birds, but 
also housing, feeding and caring for the birds while the investigation continues. Without POTH, the 
seizure could not have taken place and the animals likely would have been euthanized.  

Often, after these investigations are complete, the animals have nowhere to go. If not for POTH and its 
efforts, the animals would almost certainly be euthanized. POTH also advises and assists in the re-homing 
process, which alleviates the stress that would be added to local government regarding finding suitable 
homes for these animals. POTH takes great pride in serving local, state and federal agencies in this way 
and looks forward to continuing to do so.  

POTH has also been reached out to by the general public. We were recently contacted by an elderly 
woman who was suffering with CPOD. She called stating she was no longer capable to provide the proper 
care for her 30-year-old blue and gold macaw and 2 cockatiels. POTH came to her home and was able to 
help her by taking the birds into our care, providing them with much needed medical care. We now can 
take the time needed to ensure the birds are in good health taking the proper steps to find them the 
suitable forever home.  

Animal controls will often refer POTH to citizens who may own animals illegally. Authorities will often give 
them 2 weeks to rehome the animal to a qualified sanctuary before pressing charges. We recently were 
surrendered an american alligator and a 14-year-old bobcat from the recommendation of Pierce County 
Animal Control. The animals would have been euthanized if POTH could not have provided them with the 
properly permitted forever home.    

As a point of emphasis: none of the wolves housed by POTH are rescues. They are all bred for the purpose 
of wildlife education, and, from a very early age, are exposed to humans to be “ambassador” wolves.  

We provide them to sanctuaries and re-introduction programs, a critical part of the PNW conservation 
and naturalization efforts, preserving and building the PNW ecosystem—their reintroduction builds the 
PNW ecosystem by allowing other species to thrive. We are all connected, and this sanctuary reminds 
our guests of that.  

§ Predators of the Heart (POTH) has been a 501(c)3 non-profit organization since 1998. 
We have traveled to schools and libraries within our community and outside of Skagit 
County, educating young and old alike for the last 23 years.  POTH has been dedicated 
to helping all species of exotic animals who, for various reasons, are without a place to 
live the rest of their lives. We are USDA certified, inspected, and insured and have met 
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all USDA caging standards and guidelines. We not only have provided proper housing to 
these exotic animals, but we pride ourselves on wildlife education. Many of the animals 
saved by POTH are used as ambassadors to further instruction regarding the importance 
of their species and the need for conservation. Our goal is to reach the hearts of people 
and leave them with a new appreciation for wildlife and its importance. Our current 
private tour, “Howling with Ambassadors”, has been Federally approved by the USDA. 
They have joined our tours and have set the guidelines we follow as USDA Class C 
exhibitors, to safely provide a life-changing educational program to outside people 18 or 
older. POTH has had the opportunity of sharing our educational experience with many 
Skagit County residence in the last several years. The Skagit County community who has 
visited our compound have become supporter of POTH and the work we do, seeing the 
value we bring to this community.  

Being the fourth generation of the Anacortes community, POTH’s president, Ashley Carr,  
personally strives to give back to this beautiful community. We now offer virtual tours to 
our local school districts, homeschooling programs, boys and girls clubs, and boy and girl 
scouts, to educate our young people on how each animal plays a vital role in the web of 
life. We also support our local companies such as a T-Shirt by Design, which does all our 
printing and embroidery for our merchandise, Lake Side Industries, for any rock and 
gravel needs, STS, for any tree removal or clean-up, are just a few of many local 
companies that we use to better our business. We also provide a brochure that has the 
local restaurants and things to do in our Anacortes. We can send up to 120 new people 
through our small town each week. Utilizing our hotels, local restaurants, other 
experiences, and sightseeing of our amazing parks. POTH brings great value to our small 
business and community.     

2. Describe what days and hours will your operation be open.  
§ POTH operates Monday- Saturday through private tours only. We offer two tours a day, 

10 am-12 pm and 1 pm-3 pm. We limit the number of people who can come to our 
onsite tours to small groups of 10 people each tour. POTH is closed for tours on Sunday, 
but animals are maintained and fed according to their feeding schedule(s).  

3. How many employees will you have?  
§ 5-10 employees. POTH currently has five employees, including its offsite bookkeeper.  

4. What will your employees’ working hours be?  
§ 7:30 am-4 pm Monday-Saturday ((depending on the day); POTH is closed for tours on 

Sunday, but animals are cared for on Sundays. (DISCUSS WE DO NOT FED SUNDAYS IT IS 
THEIR DAY OF REST TOO)  

5. Will employees work on site?  
§ Yes, with the exception of our bookkeeper, our employees will be working on site of 

4709 Welch Lane, Anacortes, WA 98221. 
6. How many employees will work off-site?  

§ 1 employee who will work off-site is our bookkeeper.    
7. Describe the location and size of any signs you propose to advertise your operation.  

§ We currently are not actively advertising. When we do advertise, it will be online 
advertising through our website, Airbnb, and social media.  

8. How do you propose to screen your operation from public view? E.g., plants, shrubs, fences.  
§ We are currently a very private property. Our property is in a very remote location with 

minimal traffic. We have extensive fencing that is currently being extended; blackout 
covering will be added shortly. Additionally, our plans are to add “set-backs” from the 
fence an additional 6-8 feet with an additional perimeter fence. This would reduce the 
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likelihood of off-leash dogs or other animals being able to antagonize and/or cause 
anxiety for any of the POTH animals, including the wolves.   

9. Describe your proposed parking area.  
§ POTH has a small parking space already that will fit 7-10 cars on site. There are no 

current plans to change the parking spaces. 
10. Describe your schedule, including any phasing, for the development of your operation.  

§ POTH has plans to do extensive fencing, as noted above. POTH intends to create 
additional set-backs (also known as "perimeter fencing") and add blackout covering to 
existing fencing, moving wolf enclosures to a centralized area. Currently, the wolves are 
in six-sided fencing overnight, which means that they cannot escape by digging. 
Centralizing our wolf-enclosures will reduce their anxiety, create a more tranquil 
environment for them. POTH currently also has extensive security fencing, including so-
called “hot” fences (i.e. electric fences). Other phased construction will include adding 
glass enclosures for other reptiles to benefit our guests and the public in the educational 
process.  

11. Describe the expected traffic impact of your operation on public roads.  
§ Generally, we see about 5-10 cars a day, including employees. Private groups that have 

visited POTH generally come together, and we limit the number of people allowed on 
site at any one time. 

12. Describe any internal road system your operation will have.  
§ In our compound, we have a turnaround and parking  

§  
13. Describe how your operation will be accessed.  

§ Security is a critical component of our operation. We have extensive fencing, which has 
been thoroughly vetted by local, state and federal authorities. This includes dig-outs as 
well as electric fencing that is always operational. Our gate system is a locked remote 
open, chain-linked fence. The only time our gate is open is when employees enter or our 
guests are let in by staff. The general public have no way to enter the property with a 
vehicle unless the gate is opened by our staff. The gate is only opened at the time of 
tour to allow entry to allow guests access to the property. To enter the compound you 
turn off Havekost Rd, onto Welch Lane Rd. At the end of the Welch Lane there is access 
to our gravel easement road. The easement road is approximately 400 feet long and 
leads you to our locked gate. There is a ditch for drainage on either side of the easement 
road. There are no other access roads that lead into our compound.  

14. Describe any heat from machinery or equipment that your operation will generate. 
§ N/A  

15. Describe any noise your operation will generate.  
§ POTH has been on this property since 2001 and has never had a complaint about the 

noise, which would be the occasional wolf howling. Even with groups on site, the 
property is exceedingly quiet. 
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16. Describe any odors your operation will generate.  
§ None. 

17. Describe any steam, smoke, or dust your operation will generate.  
§ None.  

18. Describe any vibrations your operation will generate.  
§ None. 

19. Describe any heavy equipment or machinery your operation will use.  
§ None. 

20. Describe any chemicals, waste oil, solvents, fuel, etc, your operation will store.  
§ None.  

21. Describe your plan for disposal of any chemicals. 
§ No chemicals are used, as this is an animal sanctuary. As a result, no chemicals are 

produced, used or generated and, further, no disposal is necessary. Animal remains are 
disposed of via humane methods; animal carcasses are generally cremated at Evergreen 
Pet Cremation in Oak Harbor, WA  

22. Describe your plans to prevent trespassing by employees, customers, or visitors to adjoining 
property.  

§ There is extensive fencing that covers the areas of operations. Not only has POTH 
posted conspicuous signage at all areas of access on the property, but the property is 
also fully fenced, including multiple layers of fencing, hot-fencing (interior) and dig-outs 
to prevent animal escapes. The fully fenced areas are to ensure the safety of animals 
and the public. At night, the wolves are secured in six-sided enclosures, meaning they 
cannot dig out of their enclosures. All guests on tours remain with an employee from 
the time of check-in to check-out to ensure no trespassing onto the adjoining 
properties. Property lines are clearly marked by fencing and or markers to ensure there 
is no confusion by employees or neighbors. There are only 2 adjoining properties, Welch 
easement, and Johnson’s estate. The back half of the property is adjoining to parklands 
and no trespassing signs have been posted clearly for outside hikers. There are 
additional plans to add additional fencing between the trails and the property to 
prevent hikers or other individuals from trespassing onto the POTH property.   

23. If your operation will use a building please describe the size, height and construction type. This 
building must be  

§ 12x12 Gift Shop which was permitted by Skagit county. The retail building is the only 
permanently installed improvement that is recognized by the Skagit County assessor. It 
has 220 square feet and is secured to a post and beam foundation. It was constructed in 
2017 under a building permit and is attached to a semi-truck trailer and a steel cargo 
shipping container which are both parked side-by-side.  

§ shown on the site plan.  

§  
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§  
24. Describe the sewage disposal plan for employees and the public.  

§ 2 outhouses pumped biweekly by diamond rentals. In 2019, Septic # 60998, a 2 
compartment, with 1750 tank, gravity flow, was installed at hilltop homesite area. (See 
map above).  

25. Describe the water supply for employees and the public.  
§ We have one mainline coming in. We have one handwashing station for visitors and 

employees. Because we limit the number of guests at any one time, the one 
handwashing station is sufficient for our guests and is accessible by both employees at 
guests at any given time. Bottled water is provided to guests.   

26. Address any fire flow issues. 
§ There are no fire flow issues.  

• ¨  A narrative that includes numbered responses to the following General Special Use Permit Evaluation 
Criteria.2 The burden of proof is on the applicant to provide evidence that the use complies with the 
criteria.  

1. Demonstrate that the proposed use is compatible with the neighboring properties.  
§ POTH has been in operation on this parcel since 2001. We are USDA certified and 

inspected. We have met all Federal guidelines that are required to house exotic animals. 
Our facility was inspected in January 2022 and passed all requirements needed to 
operate. POTH has been approved by USDA to do our wolf encounters. USDA officials 
have joined in on tours and approved our current program deeming it safe and have 
met all USDA guidelines of wildlife exhibiting. POTH is a class C exhibitor and holds the 
highest USDA license available.  

§ Pictures above show that neighboring properties are a great distance from each other. 
There is not only fencing dividing our properties, but the Welch easement is separating 
us from neighbors.  

§ To reiterate: POTH has been on the property for the last 23 years with only one incident 
of wolf escape. That issue has been rectified and resolved; the wolf itself was 
euthanized of the escape, which, again, was likely caused by provocation of an off-leash 
animal roaming the neighborhood. We have since moved all of the wolves into six-sided 
enclosures so that escapes are not possible in the evening and morning hours when 
staff are not on-site. Extensive camera systems have been implemented, and fencing 
has been bolstered.  

2. Demonstrate that the proposed use complies with Skagit County Code. Please cite code 
section. 

POTH falls under the exemptions of Washington State RCW 16.30.020 (c). POTH is a duly incorporated nonprofit 
animal protection organization (such as humane societies and shelters), and houses animals at the written request 
of the animal control authority. POTH currently houses dozens of animals at the request of municipal and county 
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animal control(s), the United States military and the USDA. Under RCW 16.20.020, POTH displays animals at state 
fair(s) approved by the Washington Department of Agriculture pursuant to RCW 15.76 and/or RCW 
36.37. This exemption affords POTH opportunities to house and maintain exotic animals. Skagit County’s 
animal law is based on the state dangerous wild animal law, which also prohibits ownership of 
potentially dangerous wild animals. Animals possessed in violation of these laws must be taken to an 
appropriate facility; RCW 77.15.250 prohibits the release of deleterious exotic wildlife into the wild. 

 

3. Demonstrate that the proposed use will not create undue noise, odor, heat, vibration, and air 
or water pollution on surrounding, existing, or potential dwelling units, based on the 
performance standards of SCC 14.16.840.  

§ POTH disposes of all animal waste biweekly through trash service. All waste, meat 
products, and trash are bagged and disposed of properly in accordance with local, state 
and federal law and guidelines. However, POTH has had issue(s) with local neighbors 
disposing of chicken and pig waste near its property line frequently.  

§ POTH has been located on the property and doing business as a USDA certified wildlife 
sanctuary, 501(c)3 non-profit, since 2001.Since that time, there have been no noise, 
odor, heat, vibration, air or water pollution complaints. POTH has sought to partner with 
the community to ensure the safety of the community and well-being of its inhabitants, 
mitigating traffic on its own and ensuring that there are and will not be any undue noise, 
odor(s), heat, vibration, air or water pollution in accordance with SCC 14.16.840. As a 
wildlife sanctuary, POTH endeavors to keep the land as natural as possible for the 
animals and the community. .  

4. Demonstrate that the proposed use will not generate intrusions on privacy of surrounding 
uses.  

§ POTH sends all guests very clear and specific guidelines/directions when they book a 
private tour on how to get to our property. We have installed 3 small signs to help give 
directions to our property and prevent guests from mistakenly going to surrounding 
properties. When guests enter our property gates are closed until the end of the tour. 
Guests remain on our property from start to finish. Message sent to guests; Good 
morning, please help us respect our neighbors by following directions to our property! 
As you come down Welch Lane you will see our Airbnb sign on the back of stop sign 
telling you to continue straight. As you continue straight you will see a nice, paved road 
to a beautiful gate on left, THAT IS NOT OURS! (PLEASE DO NOT RING THE BELL ON THIS 
GATE!!!) Continue straight onto a gravel road where you will see another Airbnb sign is 
posted. As you pull onto gravel road you will take your immediate left and follow that 
road all the way to the end. (Sign will have Arrow pointing you in the right direction) By 
following these directions you will help us help our neighbors by respecting their private 
properties! 

5. Demonstrate that proposed use will not cause potential adverse effects on the general public 
health, safety, and welfare.  

§ POTH currently has multi-layered fencing installed to keep the general public out of our 
facilities. This includes: 8-foot fencing with “dig-outs” as well as additional six-foot 
fencing to provide a double layer of fencing so that wolves cannot escape. All of our 
predatory animals, including wolves, are kept in six-sided enclosures overnight so that 
they cannot escape—this means that there are fences above and below the animals so 
they cannot dig out or jump out of the enclosure. Our main point of entry has an 
automatic locking gate with code entry only. We have a 32-camera security system 
installed to help keep watch on all animals and points of entry. All animals are under a 
double and triple locking system when staff is completed with their day. POTH would 
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like to get the property fenced in its entirety and relocate the wolves to a central area 
within the property. We take public safety very seriously and have met all USDA 
guidelines along with any request made by Skagit County Animal Control.  

6. For special uses in the Industrial Forest-NRL, Secondary Forest-NRL, Agricultural-NRL, and Rural 
Resource-NRL zones, demonstrate that the impacts on long-term natural resource 
management and production will be minimized.  

§ POTH has always and will always strive to keep the land as natural as possible, which will 
allow for the most give the animals their most tranquil and ecologically similar 
environment. Keeping the land as native as possible and preserving it’s natural state will 
thoroughly benefit the animals and, as stated, will allow our guests to be most closely 
immersed in what the natural habitat would be like for these animals. We intend to 
keep as many of the beautiful, native trees to act as natural buffers on our property, 
with plans to “top” any dead or dying trees that might cause potential danger to animal 
enclosures, perimeter fencing, neighboring properties and guests. Our trees are 
regularly inspected by an arborist to ensure maximum safety. For every tree that is 
removed or “topped”, POTH plants a new tree to ensure the continual growth and 
renewal of the land’s natural state. As soon as is feasible, POTH intends to migrate its 
energy consumption to solar power in order to reduce its carbon footprint as much as 
possible.   

7. Demonstrate that the proposed use is not in conflict with the health and safety of the 
community.  

§ For 23 years POTH has been doing school assemblies, county/state fairs, providing a safe 
place for animals to go for animal control for several counties. POTH has been USDA 
certified, inspected, and insured for over 20 years.  We have USDA-approved facilities 
and have met all requirements on a federal level and state level. POTH is constantly 
making improvements to the facilities to better the animals’ lives and ensure the safety 
of our community.  We have also met all requirements set out by Skagit County Animal 
Control. POTH is regularly inspected by federal authorities, most recently in September, 
as well as state and local authorities.  

8. Demonstrate that the proposed use will be supported by adequate public facilities or services 
and will not adversely affect public services to the surrounding areas, or conditions can be 
established to mitigate adverse impacts on such facilities.  

§ As explained above, POTH has been and will continue to be a vital resource for local law 
enforcement, military, animal control(s), DFW, and other government entities. These 
entities confiscate animals, such as cougars, alligators, and other exotic animals and, 
without organizations like POTH, would have to simply kill these animals. Having POTH 
as a resource allows these animals to remain alive, and further, providing an educational 
service to the community. Our facility only brings value to the surrounding areas and 
community. We bring in tourists from all over the United States and the world before 
COVID. We recommend our local restaurants, hotels and parks to up to 20 people a day, 
6 days a week. We also provide a resource of education to our local schools, boys and 
girls clubs, girl scouts, and boy scouts.  

9. Demonstrate the proposed use will maintain the character, landscape, and lifestyle of the rural 
area. For new uses, proximity to existing businesses operating via special use permit shall be 
reviewed and considered for cumulative impacts. Nothing has changed and we have tried to 
keep the rural settings for our business 

§ Again, POTH’s goal is to keep the land as natural as possible,  keeping the beautiful 
buffer of trees, plants and other vegetation that surround it. In a world that is driven by 
development, POTH’s property is being used to preserve the natural habitat of the land, 
and will continue to do so. This is in stark contrast with a developer or other builder that 
might intend to simply tear down the trees, vegetation and shrubbery.  We do plan to 
top any dead trees that may cause potential danger to enclosures, perimeter fencing, or 
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neighbor’s properties, but, as noted above, re-plant any tree that is removed due to its 
death or topping. Our goal is to ensure the land stays beautiful and forested as 
intended. There is no other business in close proximity to our non-profit 501(c)3. We 
will be keeping the Rural setting for our business as much as possible and will continue 
to do so as long as our operations can continue.  

 

Additional Questions requested  
A. Please describe/outline in detail what regulations the operation is required to comply with and how the 
operation is, or will be, run in accordance with those regulations. 

POTH has been in operation on this parcel since 2001. We are USDA certified and inspected regularly. We have 
met all Federal guidelines that are required to house exotic animals. Our facility was inspected in September 2021 
and passed all requirements needed to operate. POTH has been approved by USDA to house and exhibit wolves. 
USDA officials have joined in on tours and approved our current program deeming it safe and have met all USDA 
guidelines of wildlife exhibiting. POTH is a class C exhibitor and holds the highest USDA license available. POTH also 
operates according to the exemptions of Washington State RCW 16.30.020 (c), which allows for an incorporated 
nonprofit to house animals at the written request of animal control (or an authority acting as animal control, such 
as a sheriff or local law enforcement agency).  (POTH houses several animals at written request and turned over 
by Animal control directly) POTH also falls under RCW 16.30.020 (l) A person displaying animals at a fair approved 
by the Washington department of agriculture pursuant to chapter  15.76 or  36.37 RCW; (POTH completes at least 
one State fair yearly to comply with current RCW Codes of exemption).  

B. What safety protocols do you have in place and how do they comply with the USDA regulations. 
POTH meets all the USDA safety protocols and is required on a federal level to comply with the 
regulations set by the USDA. POTH has developed extensive safety protocols and procedures regarding 
who can handle the animals, feeding and maintenance schedules, behavioral procedures regarding 
predatory animals (i.e. wolves, cougars and venomous snakes), escape procedures, severe weather 
procedures regarding animal care and husbandry, veterinary care procedures and protocols and apparel 
and dress protocols. See attached Exhibit A, “Safety Protocols & Procedures”. Note: the attachment is not 
an exhaustive list of our protocols and procedures but are available upon request for Skagit County 
review. 

 
C. Please provide a list of the types and number of animals currently on site and what types and amounts 
of animals may be proposed on site for the future. 

Current animals at POTH:  
Mammals: 3 cougars, 2 bobcats, 24 wolfdogs, 3 sloths, 1 armadillo, 2 opossums, 1 coatimundi, 2 
marmosets, 1 fox, 1 giant anteater, 1 north American porcupine, 1 stripe skunk, 1 hooded skunk, 3 sloths, 
2 kinkajous, 4 raccoons  
Birds: 1 Eurasian eagle owl, 1 vulture, 2 ducks, 1 lady Amherst pheasant, 2 golden pheasants, 3 blue and 
gold macaw, 2 military macaw, 1 Catalina macaw, 6 sulfur-crested cockatoos, 1 citron cockatoo, 1 lord 
Darby, 6 plum head parakeets, 1 blue fronted amazon, 1 double yellow amazon, 20 parakeets, 2 
cockatiels, 1 emu 
Reptiles: 5 alligators, blue tongue skink, Savanah monitor, 2 iguanas, 2 reticulated pythons, 4 ball pythons, 
1 rattle snake, 1 carpet python, 1 rainbow boa, 1 albino python, 1 blood python, 1 caiman lizard, 1 beaded 
lizard, 2 Burmese pythons, 4 sulcata tortoises, 2 red footed tortoises 

 
Prediction to be onsite in future: We cannot predict what will be onsite in future. We can say it will be in 
the category of smaller mammals, small/mid-size cats, birds and reptiles. We do not ever know the 
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requests that will be made by Animal Control, Fish and Wildlife and outside governmental agencies. We 
do not take in outside adult wolves or big cats.  

           
D. Describe in detail how the animals are kept: Types and location of enclosures, fencing (length, height, 
location, etc.), amount of area required for each (i.e., square footage, acreage?) and what amount of area is 
currently provided for each.  
ALL ENCLOUSURES ARE UNDER LOCK AND KEY PADLOCK SYSTEM. Each animal caging requirement is different 
depending on species, but is in full compliance with USDA regulations as well as animal control and DFW guidelines 
-All small mammals have 6 sided enclosures. This means bottom of enclosures are lined with a wire mesh or chain-
link and they are topped. All small mammal enclosures have a 6’ with tilt in perimeter fence that with at least a 3’ 
walkway in between enclosure and perimeter per USDA requirements.  

  
 
 
 
 
-All wolf enclosures are at least 6’-8’ high. Our post and stretch fencing is 6’ and our chain-link panel are 8’ high 
with electric wire running top and middle and bottom. Wolves in our bottom part of our compound have 6’ fencing 
with a 6’ perimeter fence with 1.5’ tilt ins. Wolves in bigger 1–2-acre runs are 6’ high with 1’ tilt in’s and a 3-strand 
hot fence system 8-9 volt. Wolves are put away into night runs when staff is unavailable to supervise in bigger 
runs. All night runs are 24’x24’x8’ with cattle panel bottoms, chain-link tops with solid roof tops. All night runs 
placed within the acer runs act as permitter fence for night runs. Both permitter doors and cage doors are locked 
with padlocks. This is more than is required by the USDA.     



PREDATORS OF THE HEART SPECIAL USE PERMIT PARCEL # P128398 

  
 

 
 
-3 cougar enclosures and 1 bobcat enclosure are 24’x36’ each. They all have chain-link roof. Per USDA guidelines all 
cat enclosures must have a covered walkway /perimeter fence. All cats have a 3’ walkway all the way around 
enclosures that is topped. It also includes an additional 6’ with tilt in perimeter fence for extra safety. 
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-Bird flights are chain-link and topped. No dig outs are required for these enclosures. 

 
- South American Trailer- Sloths, armadillo, kinkajous and tortoises are kept in a 40’ mortified insulated container. 
This ensures that  temperatures remain over 80 degrees as each animal housed in this facility requires that 
temperament for survival. 

 
- Reptile house. Reptile house is another 40’ refer unit and contains wooden enclosures with glass fronts and 
consist of all sizes to accommodate species of snakes or lizards. Reptile house temperature is always set at 82 
degrees. The main heat source is propane furnaces. Some reptiles require UVB lighting and cages are set up to 
accommodate the special lights needed.   
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-  E. Describe how the animals are cared for. When and how often are they fed and what the food source is. 
When and how often are they inspected by a veterinarian and does that take place on or off site. How often are 
the enclosures cleaned? 
POTH has a staff that cares for these animals daily. All animals’ enclosures are cleaned daily. Mammals and birds 
are fed daily Monday-Saturday and fasted on Sunday. Reptiles are on a strict feeding schedule according to their 
species requirements. Food comes from our donors of Walmart, Chief Store, Del Fox Meats and local farmers. As 
many of our animals come to us as rescues and require specialized diets, we also purchase supplement foods from 
Mazuri Exotic Foods, Chewy, Rodent Pro, Costco, Amazon and other exotic animal food sources. All animals are 
inspected by veterinarian at least 1 time a year, unless medical attention is needed. Animals are both seen by a 
veterinarian on and offsite depending on medical reason.   
F. Describe how the waste is handled. How and where is it disposed of? How often is it disposed of? 
POTH disposes of all animal waste biweekly through trash service waste management. All waste, meat products, 
and trash are bagged and disposed of properly and in accordance with local, state and federal law.  
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LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
February 4, 2022 
 
CITY OF ANACORTES 
 
Matt Miller, Mayor - Personal 
Planning,Community & Economic Development 
City Council 
Administrative Services 
Public Works 
Anacortes Parks & Recreation 
City Attorney 
 
Anacortes Chamber of Commerce 
 
This letter is being written in connection with “Predators of the Heart” a non-profit sanctuary for 
wolves and other animals located near Anacortes, Washington in Skagit County Washington. 
 
It is my understanding that Predators of the Heart its endeavoring to update and/or acquire 
permits for the facility and they have been met with some resistance.   
 
My wife and I have lived in Anacortes for over 20 years.  I presently live very close to Predators of 
the Heart facility.  During my ENTIRE time living in Anacortes I have-not heard any adverse or 
negative statements concerning Predators of the Heart!   
 
I did not know of the existence of Predators of the Heart until approximately 5 years ago when I 
received a telephone call from my granddaughter (Chloe) who lives in Ohio asking why i did not 
take her to see the wolves in Anacortes.  I told her that I did not know about it and would 
certainly take her and family to Predators of the Heart on their next visit providing was safe etc. 
 
My investigation found the facility to be safe, educational, and an opportunity to expand one’s 
knowledge through face to face interaction with the wolves and other animals.  We, my family 
from Ohio visited the sanctuary on their very next trip from Ohio which was a very short time 
after the call from my granddaughter. 
 
Have visited the Predators of the Heart site several times since learning of existence!  Each time I 
have found the facility to be in exceptional condition, safe, and in constant upgrading to ensure 
future safety for both the animals in the complex and the adjacent public.  On each visit the staff 
was a class act.   
 
I know our government  has regulations and procedures in place that require a non-profit animal 
sanctuary to meet and maintain high standards and is subject to frequent audits.  Since 
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Predators of the Heart has been in existence for over 20 years - it has obviously met the 
requirements. 
 
What a huge opportunity “Predators of the Heart” is for educational purposes for our local 
community!  
 
It also adds to our water endeavors, such as kayaking, whale watching, fishing and hiking etc.  
that our wonderful island offers.  In addition, it generates revenue to the city of Anacortes when 
people visit and use/enjoy our restaurants, lodging, and shopping at our unique stores.     
 
It is ironic, that I found the existence of Predators of the Heart because a Ohio couple on their 
honeymoon visited the facility - told my granddaughter how great it was - who called me and 
bawled me out for not taking her there  - WOW what a powerful  advertiser word of mouth is!!! 
“Predators of the Heart” is a WIN WIN for the City of Anacortes, Skagit County, and our entire 
local area!   
 
It is very safe, in my opinion, and must have met all government regulations for the 20 plus years 
it has been in existence. 
 
I ask for support from our city, county and whoever else to approve what is necessary to keep 
this wonderful educational, revenue generating and unique facility operating for the benefit of 
people in the future.   
 
Thank you in advance for considering my first hand knowledge of “Predators of the Heart”. 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Pete Nelson,  Former General Director of Risk Management Department of a (self-insured) Large 
Corporation and Adjunct Instructor, Business Law and other business subjects at Skagit Valley 
College for 10 plus years 
 
cc: Predators of the Heart 
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PREDATORS OF THE HEART ANACORTES  
To: Ms. Ashley Carr, Administrative Manager  
This letter is in regards to, “Predators of the Heart,” a non-profit organization for animal 
conservation located in Skagit County, near Anacortes WA. This organization is also the host of 
“Wolf Encounters,” an experience that provides visitors with an opportunity to spend time with 
the animals in an up-close and safe environment. As someone who has attended the Wolf 
Encounter experience and has interacted with the other animals at the site, I would like to share 
my experience with you.  
My father has lived in Anacortes for over 20 years now and my family has made many trips from 
Ohio to visit and enjoy the beauty of the city and surrounding waters. We have whale watched, 
kayaked, hiked and hit the downtown shops and restaurants. About 5 years ago, my daughter 
who works at Goodyear Tire and Rubber Headquarters in Ohio, sent me a text demanding to 
know why we had never gone to Predators of the Heart! Apparently, a recently married co-
worker and his wife went there while traveling the Pacific Northwest on their honeymoon. The 
reason was we didn’t know it was there! Predators of the Heart sits in the woods near my dad’s 
house, but he didn’t know of it either. Of course, he scheduled a visit right away and loved every 
moment of it and we set up a tour on our next trip to see him. It was an experience we all talk 
about to this day! How else would you ever get an opportunity to touch, pet and get an up close 
interaction with a wolf (Max and his mom for us), sloths, albino skunks, a cougar and others? The 
tour was personal, educational and at NO time did any of us feel anything but safe! 
We were in absolute awe of the animals and the work done there to allow others a small 
moment of that experience. It was truly amazing. I know my dad has returned and taken others 
since then to experience it with the same appreciation.  
Apparently, the organization is facing scrutiny and the concerns of a few that its present location 
is unsafe. I would like to refute that by again saying it felt very safe for my family; I took my 
children there! On our visit we did the tour with a young couple from Seattle. This is where they 
go every year for a wedding anniversary gift, because of the love and respect they shared for the 
work. Since that time, I have made several charitable contributions to Predators of the Heart to 
offer something that supports the important work that they do. I believe it is important to 
appreciate wildlife as something more than a photo or a meal. The interaction with the animals 
should be personal to build respect and educational to foster true understanding of wildlife. This 
has been the mission of Predators.  
I truly feel this place offers a rare opportunity for the Anacortes area. It is an attraction, the same 
as kayaking and whale watching, and brings people into a small town that otherwise might not 
be visited. People visit, they eat there and probably stay which is revenue for the local 
businesses and, most importantly, they leave and share their unique experience with others. It is 
truly a one of a kind adventure.  
I would ask for the support of local and county decision makers in keeping this resource available 
to the general public. It is a jewel to the owners, and they take great care in the stewardship of it 
for all the right reasons.  
Thank you in advance for your consideration of my thoughts and ask.  
SINCERELY,  
DANA NELSON, RN MN APRN CNS 32  
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Dear Mr. Mayor, 
 
We write to you in support of Predators of the Heart (PH) which we understand is seeking a 
required permit from Skagit County. We are directing comments to your Office because we hear 
that the City is expressing opposition to PH’s permit application on the grounds that there is lack 
of interest and support within the community. 
 
We live in the County just outside Anacortes City Limits. We shop, of course in Aancortes, 
patronise local restaurants, many other businesses and amenities there. We are supporters of 
PH. Our immediate families live in Seattle and Atlanta, and it is their practice to rent facilities 
within Anacortes when they visit us. On several occasions, we have visited PH, and with our 
families too. It has always been a rewarding, informative, and uplifting experience. We ourselves 
are avid world travelers (and erstwhile trekkers); wild places and wild animals being our primary 
interests. PH fits well with our love of nature.  
 
We hope our comments are useful, and, of course, would be happy to answer any questions you 
may have. 
 
Respectfully, Hugh and Wendy Kendrick 
 
11342 Mainsail Lane 
Anacortes, WA 98221 
360-293-0932 
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Colin & Deanna Emsley 
2200 20th Place, Anacortes, WA 98221 

360-333-2387 

colinsmarine@gmail.com 
emsley.deanna@gmail.com 

Dear Recipient, 

It is our sincere pleasure to enthusiastically recommend that Predators of the Heart be given 
permission to continue operating within Skagit County, and specifically within the vicinity of 
Anacortes. 
We have been residents of Anacortes for nearly twenty years and have operated a tourist-
oriented marine business during that entire time.  We have witnessed time and time again the 
incredible impact that Predators of the Heart (“POTH”) has on visitors to this area.  Every group 
that we refer to POTH comes away absolutely spellbound by the experience.  We have had 
clients make repeated trips back to Anacortes specifically so that they could incorporate a visit 
to POTH. 
As residents who live less than 3-miles away from POTH, it is no surprise to us at all that 
everybody who visits the sanctuary is forever changed by the experience.  The unique 
combination of animals at POTH, combined with the unparalleled ability to get such an intimate 
look into their lives, truly sets POTH apart. 
Beyond the majesty of the animals themselves is the incomparable passion that the entire 
POTH team has for their critical dual mission of conservation and education.  It is this dual 
mission more than anything else that truly sets POTH apart, and which in turn helps set 
Anacortes apart. 
We beam with pride each time we refer our clients to POTH, and we relish our own visits to the 
sanctuary as often as possible. 
Anacortes is always quick to tout its commitment to the natural playground within which it sits.  
A continued commitment to POTH is critical example of living up to that heritage and pledge. 

Regards, 

Colin & Deanna Emsley 
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SAFETY  
PROTOCOLS  
(ANIMAL RECAPTURE PROTOCOLS)  
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INTRODUCTION 
PURPOSE 
Purpose is to properly house and exhibit exotic animals at POTH wildlife 
sanctuary/conservation located at 4709 Welch Lane, Anacortes, WA 98221. All POTH enclosures 
have met USDA guidelines and are designed for safe containment through housing, shifting, 
holding and transporting. However, no matter how well enclosures are designed, and safety 
protocols are followed, escape is a possibility. Therefore, POTH has created a “Safety Protocol” 
including an animal escape and recapture protocol.  This is to ensure quick and safe recapture 
in the event of an animal escape.  A safety guideline has been established to protect visitors, 
employees and neighbors from possible harm.  Ensuring routine facility practices are reviewed 
to help prevent similar situations from occurring.  
Our goal is to create this “Safety Protocol” to help prevent escapes and ensure proper training 
is given to staff on how to respond quickly and efficiently in case of an emergency. We 
accomplish this by providing clear guidelines, roles, responsibilities, procedures and tools 
needed in any situation. Our objective of the “Safety Protocols” is to provide the proper 
training, tools and drills ensuring best practices are accomplished. POTH will be performing at 
least 2 training drills a calendar year. This practice will ensure that staff can safely implement all 
aspects of a recapture plan should an escape occur.   
 
ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT  
Blowpipe 180DM w/ Detachable Mouthpiece, CO2 Deluxe Pistol, Jab stick, Bear Spray, Blow 
Horn, Ruger EC9s 9MM (Concealed carrier license Ashley Carr, Danny Overman) 
 

KEY DUTIES FOR 

OPERATION TIERS 
TIER I (EXPERT HANDLER/MANAGEMENT) 
Expert handlers have a minimum of 5 years of animal husbandry, handling, training and on the 
job experience. Expert handlers have been through big cat training and are USDA certified of 
POTH to handle big cats. POTH board of directors will determine if a staff member is qualified 
to be a tier I. 
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TIER II (INTERMEDIATE HANDLER) 
Intermediate handlers at POTH must have 2 years of animal handling training or on the job 
experience. Intermediate handlers may handle all species of animals except for big cats (any 
exotic cat over 65lbs) 
 
TIER III (BASIC HANDLER)  
Basic handlers must have 6 months (40 hour work weeks) of on the job training with a tier II or 
tier I handler. The Basic Handler will perform tasks of feeding the animals, cleaning their living 
and sleeping areas, and other aspects of basic care. Animals for a tier III will help with wolf 
encounters under tier I or II supervision and start training in basic wolf behavior and handling.  
 
 
TIER IV (HANDLER IN TRAINING)                                                       
Staff member in training before handling any animals. Must have 25 days of training before 
performing basic tasks without supervision. No animal handling will be performed without Tier 
1 supervision and training.   
 

TIER REQUIREMENTS FOR 

HANDLING ANIMAL 

1. BIG CAT  

Tier I handlers ONLY may enter enclosures with big cats.  Tier II may perform daily care for big 
cats including, feeding, watering and cleaning. All big cats must be in lock out for Tier II to enter 
the enclosure. Tier II may shut lockouts for Tier III and IV to perform daily tasks. Tier II must lock 
lockout so no tiers III or IV can enter an enclosure with a big cat.   

2. SMALL CATS  

Tier I and Tier II handlers ONLY. 
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3. WOLF DOG  

Wolf dogs ambassadors may be worked with by Tiers I,II,III.  Tier IV must be supervised by a Tier 
I or Tier II to enter the cage of wolf dog ambassador. 
Wolf dogs in conservation status (not public working wolves) may only be worked with by Tier I 
and Tier II. 

4. SMALL MAMMAL  

Small mammals may be handled by Tiers I, II, and III. Tier IV may not handle animals and should 
only perform daily basic tasks to care for these animals such as clean enclosures keeping safe 
distance, pull food and water dishes, water and feed, and complete basic maintenance needed 
in enclosures.  

5. BIRDS OF PREY AND BIRDS 

Tiers I, II, and III may handle birds. Tier IV may not handle animals and should only perform 
daily basic tasks to care for these animals such as clean enclosures keeping safe distance, pull 
food and water dishes, feed and water, and complete basic maintenance needed in enclosures.  

6. REPTILE (NON-VENOMOUS)  

Tiers I, II, and III may handle reptiles. Tier IV may not handle animals and should only perform 
daily basic tasks to care for these animals such as clean enclosures keeping safe distance, pull 
food and water dishes, feed and water, and complete basic maintenance needed in enclosures.  
 

7. REPTILE (VENOMOUS)  

Tier I and Tier II ONLY may handle or care for venomous reptiles. 
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ANIMAL ESCAPE/RECAPTURE 

PROTOCOL 

REPORTING ESCAPE OF DANGEROUS ANIMAL 

KEEP THE ANIMAL UNDER OBSERVATION FROM A SAFE DISTANCE UNTIL HELP ARRIVES. DO 
NOT ATTEMPT TO RECAPTURE, HERD, OR APPROACH AN ESCAPED ANIMAL ALONE. Each and 
every animal escape, regardless of relative danger posed by the animal, is to be reported. 
Dangerous animal escapes must be reported immediately to a Tier I employee by hand-held 
radio or by phone if unreachable by radio. The employee reporting the escape should remain 
calm, speak deliberately and clearly and provide the following information to the best of their 
knowledge:  
1. Animal species that escaped. 
2. If animal is still in perimeter fencing  
3. The number of escaped animals observed  
4. Exact location of animal(s)  
5. Direction of animal(s) movement  
6. Condition and behavior of animal (injured, panicked, running, etc)  
 
Employees must have a handheld radio while working.  Radios are available in the POTH gift 
shop. Radio is set to the correct channel. Incident report must be completed after capture  

REPORTING ESCAPE OF NON-DANGEROUS ANIMAL 

Animals not listed in the dangerous animal section of this document are not considered an 
immediate potential danger to employee’s, visitors, or neighbors.  Some animals are highly 
mobile (e.g. small primates) and can possibly be difficult to recapture.  Other animals that are 
less mobile will allow for an easier capture. Responses to escapes by these species may or may 
not require the full response team like required for dangerous animals. All escapes must still be 
reported. If the escaped animal requires a significant level of staff response to support quick 
recapture it should be reported via radio to POTH staff immediately. For cases involving highly 
benign species with poor mobility (e.g. turtles or small ducks) the first report can be made 
directly to Tier I or Tier 2 staff members to help and ensure safe capture of animals. Incident 
reports must be filled out after safe capture of animals.  
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ESCAPE OFF POTH COMPOUND  
In cases where an escaped animal leaves POTH grounds (is beyond the limits of the perimeter 
fence) the president or other persons in charge will instruct notify the following agencies by 
calling 911 dispatch:  
1. Skagit County Animal Control 
2. Anacortes Animal Control  
3. Anacortes Police Department  
4. Anacortes Fire Department   
5. Mt. Erie Volunteer Fire Department  
POTH will send a Tier 3 employee to the Emergency staging area (Front Main Gate) to meet the 
responding agencies and provide POTH radio to allow communication and coordination 
between outside agencies and the recapture team.  

KEY RESPONSE AUTHORITIES 

 Tier I - Ashley Carr: 360-770-7479 
 Tier II Employee onsite  
 Skagit County Animal Control: Emilly Diaz: 360-428-3211 
 City of Anacortes ACFL: 360-293-1918 

Asa Deane at Friends of the Forest ACFL: 360-399-6184 
Diana Forbes DVM, USDA, APHIS: 206-478-4881 
Caleb Stewart Legal Console: 425-455-3900 

  

WEAPONS MANAGEMENT 

Blowpipe 180DM w/ Detachable Mouthpiece, CO2 Deluxe Pistol, Jabstick, Ruger EC9s 9MM 
(Ashley Carr / Daniel Overman ONLY) 
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TIERS DUTIES AND 

RESPONSIBILITIES IN ESCAPE  

TIER I RESPONSE DUTIES  

● Contact 911/USDA if animal escapes POTH property 

● Evaluate situation  

● Give clear guidelines and plan for recapture plan to tier II 

● Carry appropriate weapon if necessary 

TIER II RESPONSE DUTIES  

● Perform responsibilities of Tier 1 if not on premise  

● Work with Tier I to recapture animal 

● Carry appropriate weapon for capture if necessary 

● Update Tier III with current status of capture   

TIER III RESPONSE DUTIES 

● To set up a base at the main gate to allow proper authorities if needed if an animal 

escapes off POTH property.  

● To provide updates and communication to outside agencies if animals escape off POTH 

property. (POTH radio to be provided to agencies) 

● To provide any tools necessary to staff for safe recapture  

● Contact local agencies not associated with 911 or USDA if requested by Tier I 
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TIER IV RESPONSE DUTIES  

● Check ALL perimeter fences are properly closed including front gate 

● Stand at camera monitor and monitor animal movement/capture 

● If animals escape during a tour, escort the tour group safely to the gift shop and have 

them remain calm. 

● To complete any task given by Tier I or Tier II 

AUTHORITY CONTACTS 

TIER I CONTACTS 

Ashley Carr / President 360-770-7479 
Daniel Overman / Vice President 360-982-8313 

SKAGIT COUNTY CONTACTS 

Skagit County Animal Control- Emilly Diaz: 360-428-3211 

USDA  
Diana Forbes DVM, USDA, APHIS: 206-478-4881 

CITY OF ANACORTES/ACFL CONTACTS  

City of Anacortes ACFL 360-293-1918 
Asa Deane at Friends of the Forest ACFL 360-399-6184 

LEGAL TEAM  

Caleb Stewart at Oseran and Hahn 425-455-3900 

NEIGHBOR CALL LIST 

TO BE ANNOUNCED  
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LIST OF DANGEROUS ANIMALS  
● Cougars 

● Wolves 

 

LIST OF NON-DANGEROUS ANIMALS 
● Anteater 
● Porcupine 

● Kinkajou 

● Sloth 

● Opossum 

● Raccoon  

● Fox 

● Birds 

● Skunk 

● Armadillo 

● Coatimundi 

● Bobcats 

● Constricting Reptiles 

● Lizards 

● Tortoises 

● Alligator 

● Marmosets 
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PREVENTION SAFETY PROTOCOLS 
 STAFF PREVENTIONS MEASURES  

It is staff's responsibility to assure the safety of the public, neighbors and the animals by taking 
proper safety measures. All doors must be closed and locked upon entry and exit.  Enclosures 
doors and locks must be checked to ensure they are functioning properly at all times. All staff 
must be observant to possible hazards to enclosures such as, overhanging limbs, dead trees,  
possible perimeter hazards etc. All hazards must be reported to management immediately. 
Employees must also keep a close eye on primary enclosures to assure they are in good repair. 
All perimeter fences must be checked daily. All electric fencing needs to be at 8.2-9.8 volt and 
popping, if not the employee must find ground out immediately. Failure to follow these safety 
protocols, leading to a loss of animal, will lead to immediate disciplinary actions against 
employees.        
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1. If your operation will use a building please describe the size, height and construction type. This 
building must be  

§ 12x12 Gift Shop which was permitted by Skagit county. The retail building is the only 
permanently installed improvement that is recognized by the Skagit County assessor. It 
has 220 square feet and is secured to a post and beam foundation. It was constructed in 
2017 under a building permit and is attached to a semi-truck trailer and a steel cargo 
shipping container which are both parked side-by-side.  

§ shown on the site plan.  

§  

§  

           
D. Describe in detail how the animals are kept: Types and location of enclosures, fencing (length, height, 
location, etc.), amount of area required for each (i.e., square footage, acreage?) and what amount of area is 
currently provided for each.  
ALL ENCLOUSURES ARE UNDER LOCK AND KEY PADLOCK SYSTEM. Each animal caging requirement is different 
depending on species, but is in full compliance with USDA regulations as well as animal control and DFW guidelines 
-All small mammals have 6 sided enclosures. This means bottom of enclosures are lined with a wire mesh or chain-
link and they are topped. All small mammal enclosures have a 6’ with tilt in perimeter fence that with at least a 3’ 
walkway in between enclosure and perimeter per USDA requirements.  
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-All wolf enclosures are at least 6’-8’ high. Our post and stretch fencing is 6’ and our chain-link panel are 8’ high 
with electric wire running top and middle and bottom. Wolves in our bottom part of our compound have 6’ fencing 
with a 6’ perimeter fence with 1.5’ tilt ins. Wolves in bigger 1–2-acre runs are 6’ high with 1’ tilt in’s and a 3-strand 
hot fence system 8-9 volt. Wolves are put away into night runs when staff is unavailable to supervise in bigger 
runs. All night runs are 24’x24’x8’ with cattle panel bottoms, chain-link tops with solid roof tops. All night runs 
placed within the acer runs act as permitter fence for night runs. Both permitter doors and cage doors are locked 
with padlocks. This is more than is required by the USDA.     

 
 
-3 cougar enclosures and 1 bobcat enclosure are 24’x36’ each. They all have chain-link roof. Per USDA guidelines all 
cat enclosures must have a covered walkway /perimeter fence. All cats have a 3’ walkway all the way around 
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enclosures that is topped. It also includes an additional 6’ with tilt in perimeter fence for extra safety. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-Bird flights are chain-link and topped. No dig outs are required for these enclosures. 

 
- South American Trailer- Sloths, armadillo, kinkajous and tortoises are kept in a 40’ mortified insulated container. 
This ensures that  temperatures remain over 80 degrees as each animal housed in this facility requires that 
temperament for survival. 
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- Reptile house. Reptile house is another 40’ refer unit and contains wooden enclosures with glass fronts and 
consist of all sizes to accommodate species of snakes or lizards. Reptile house temperature is always set at 82 
degrees. The main heat source is propane furnaces. Some reptiles require UVB lighting and cages are set up to 
accommodate the special lights needed.   
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	Zip: 98221
	Parcel Nos: P128398
	Zoning: Rural Reserve 
	No: Off
	Yes which: Off
	Description: Animal Perserve wildlife education, conservation, sanctuary center
	Other specify: Animal Perserve 
	Lot certification1 recorded under uditors File Number: 
	UGA: 
	Check Box1: 
	0: 
	0: Off
	1: Off

	1: 
	0: Off
	1: Off

	2: 
	0: Off
	1: Off

	3: 
	0: Off
	1: Off

	4: 
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	1: Off

	5: 
	0: Off
	1: Off

	6: 
	0: Off
	1: Yes

	7: 
	0: Off


	ci-Name: Ashley Carr
	ci-Mailing Address: 6128 Parkside Drive 
	ci-City State: Anacortes, WA 
	ci-Zip: 98221
	ci-Phone: 360-770-7479
	ci-Email: admin@predatorsoftheheart.com
	Same as applicant: Off
	Multiple owners attach additional page: Off
	Name_2: Predators of the Heart
	Mailing Address_2: 4709 Welch Lane 
	City State_2: Anacortes, WA
	Zip_2: 98221
	Phone_2: 360-770-7479
	Email_2: admin@predatorsoftheheart.com
	undefined99: On
	undefined_2000: Off
	undefined_3000: Off
	Name_3: 
	Mailing Address_3: 
	City State_3: 
	Zip_3: 
	Phone_3: 
	Email_3: 
	License: 
	Expires: 
	None: On
	Lender below is providing construction financing: Off
	Firm below has issued payment bond: Off
	Name_4: 
	Mailing Address_4: 
	City State_4: 
	Zip_4: 
	Phone_4: 
	I am the owner of the subject property and I grant permission to field staff to enter the site to verify the presence or absence of: On
	I have the consent of the owners of the subject property and have attached Agent Authorization Forms SCC 1406090 OR: Off
	This is a mechanicalplumbing permit ownership certification is not required: Off
	ci-Date: 1/28/22
	Printed Name 1: Ashley Carr
	Printed Name 2: President
	Printed Name 3: Predators of the Heart


